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TO 



TH© READER, 



In the following hiftory, thoaart 
not to expcdl foft tales pf.love, cruel 
difdains^ and amorous blandidi- 
^ents; nor wilt thou find thofe 
ravelled plots, and intricate mazes, 
as bewitching as they are inex* 

tricable : 
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tricable: little need'ft thou dread 
left terrific foitns of ghofts ihould 
•* harrow up thy foul," and " freeze 
thy young blood :^' no death-cold 
hand will here arreft thy fteps, no 
limbent flame, will glide along 
thefe pages, but the torch of truth 
alone muft light thee on thy dark« 
fome paflage. Here ^re no moup- ■ 
tains piled on mountains, no forefta I 
blackened with eternal horrors: no ' 
wild effufions of poetic frenzy will 
here break forth to ftop thy plod- 
ding journeys 

Nee 



Nee fimte labri prolui CabaUino : 
Nee in bidpiti fomniifle Paraaflb 
Memini: 

iafely may'ft thou continue thy 
coarfet and if perchance a digref- 
fioD* fhould now and then crofs 
thy road» confider it only as a 
rivulett where thou may'ft quench 
tby thirfty or dry-fhod fkip over 
it unheeded. 

Here thou wilt indeed find mat* 
ter of deep cogitation, and here 
may'ft thou puzzle thyfelf in dif- 
covering meanings that were never 

meant* 



meant Yet if thoo utt ^nt of 
the imtiated, tfrou wih not oe at 
a lofsy by a due tranTpofitlon of 
words and letters, to unravel the 
Tiiighty myfteries herein contained. 
'Flit enough: it h not now per- 
mitted me 

: i .' ^ * - - ' " ' . • 

f ; ^Pcittder^ res aha nernLetcaUgmeineiia^. : 

Farewell ! 
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PREFACE, 



I HAVE often wondered that old and 
inveterate opinions, received for ages 
without hefitation, fliould have beea- 
called in queftion, of late years, merely 
becaufe they were never doubted be- 
fore } and tliis is the more extraordi- 
nary, when the points in difpute relate 
to matters of fa£k, as the exiftence of 
towns long fince dilapidated, which 
admits of no other proof than the tefti- 
moDjr. of writers, who lived near the 
time when they flouriflied. , - 

:. . A . Thus 
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Thus it has lately been denied that 
there ever exifted fuch a place as Troy, 
and the fubjeft has been debated with 
confiderable vivacity on both fides. 
But to come nearer to our own times ; 
there are thofc who doubt whether 
William the Conqueror deftroy^d any 
villages to plant his New Foreft in 
Hampfliire ; becaufe, fay thefe fceptics, 
he could never live to fee his trees of 
fufficient growth to be a covert for 
beads of chafe. However, I have been 
happily enabled to afcertain the truth 
of this faft by a very curious circum* 
fiance, which happened to me laft win^ 
ter, as I was converfing with a friend 
upon this very fubjeft. 

^ It 
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It being my lot to inhabit an old 
manfion, which was forrnerly a religious 
houfe, during the above-mentioned con- 
verfation, as we were fitting by the 
fire, iK)t without fonie vehemence of 
argument on both fides, we heard a 
pretty loud crack, immediately after 
which. a part. of the cieling felUnto the 
ropm. This put an lend to our alter- 
cation at the time, and, in the event, 
finally decided the controverfy in my 
iayour ; for upon fending a workman^ 
the next day, to explore the ruin, h^ 
difcovered a little 0I4 box, n^uch worni* 
eaten, and which he concluded, as hp 
faid, to be full of money j\ but, with 
unufual integrity, he delivered it to me 
A a to 



♦o examne. I confefs I was fome- 
-what mortified, when I firft opened ft 
■(which I was oHiged to do by break- 
ing t^ lid), to find that it contained 
tn]y fome tatttered papers ; though I 
^lavenow Teafon to fiippofe thefe mufty 
felickd wiU be efteert^ed inauchnior^ 
^aluaVIe by ^he ^teamed 3rorld> 4baft 
•»ft equtfl bulk rf fi*7en 

1 ftieuld not' .indeed ibe 'fuirprifed if 
thej w^rc to be {ysipeSbe&iby £ovac afe 
Modern forgwes-s I fhaH therefore re*, 
^iieft Vhe Iibtnfty of -mfikiog ^ remark or 
two vfpon fiifpicious paffages, when 
<hey occur, «nd icxplainiiag away the 
•objeftions wlMch *may arife from themj 
'^0r having thus eftabliilied the inter- 
nal 
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aal evidence, and given futh external 
teftimony as would fatisfy any reafon- 
a1;>Ie man, (hould any one ftili be fo 
iacredulous as to fufpe£^ impodtion, I 
muft confign him, as incorrigible, to 
the fociety of Father Hardouin, Naviget 
Anticyram^ 

The old worm-eat6n boXy v^^hith I 
have mentioned, contained a manufcript 
roll, and fome loofe papers, written 
by a Monk of the Houfe, of the name 
of Simon de Gofmanthorpe : from the 
little which thefe fcattered papers dif- 
cover 6f the life of our Hiftocian, I 
api enabled to communicate the follow^ 
ing particulars* 

A3 Simoft 
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Simon de Goifmarithorpe was 4^ 
icended from a family which bad long 
flouriflied in Hampfliire. He was the 
tUrd fon of Adam de Gofmanthorpe, 
find named Simon after an uncle, wh<l 
was an Ecclefiaftic, aiKl ConfeSor to 
Richard Earl of Cornwall, the brother 
Df Henry th« Third. When Richard 
was elected King of the Romans, this 
Simon accompanied him into Germany, 
and took with him our hero, at that 
time not more than fifteen years ef 
age. In what capacity he went, or 
kaw long he coniiiUied there, "thefe 
papers do not inform us 3 but he men*^ 
tions that, in confequence of his unf:Ii^'9 
death, which happened {hortl^ after his 
:' . i '• arrival 



ftirivsrt io GWHllinyi he was reduced t<^ 
Come 4*ifficutties. At thi^ time, hovr- 
ever, he littd the fo«nd&Hoti of thrft 
ftceuflate faioWleAge ef ilie Gerfnaii 
tengufe, 4Gtr »ehieh lisfc becanie after^ 
"ward • tjelebrated by his -c^ntempora*^ 
ries^ but tlie *afte'df the ♦fmes not 
leading 1^ t*ef fludy df ihife* iDeautiful 
fifrf ' harmcmloAs fcmgaiag6,' now fii' 
fafliionable, Slmdn reapied iio otfeef 
advasitage fr6m hk lac^uwei^entB, ttia* 
Ih^i fatl&f^iOti ti^hkrh ^l^liys aocomf^ 
pani«& grea* Ittrflfeig. - ' ' /" 

^ NbttnthftandiBg the • AafAeir's tirf' 
vafitigiiefs tt) owfi i»,lie a!p^il$ tti 
tenne treeti fd mtrch diftrcffed, after ihi 
death of his liincle, as to "be dtiveit, hj 
*'^ abfolute 
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abfolute poverty, to enter upon the 
Monadic life. Tlie Superior of this 
Houfe being his particular friend, he 
lived for fome years in tranquillity and 
contentment^ employing hk leifure 
hours in compiling an impartial Hif* 
tory of the Priory, in EngKfli, from its 
foundation, in the reign of Henry the 
Second, to his own time. But his 
kind benefa£lor^ tbe Prior, dying at 
this period, he experienced noincon^ 
fiderable vexation from his fuccefTor, 
who being a man b^. little tafte, and 
much bigotry, expreffed himfelf fo 
diflfatisfied with fome part& of the work, 
as to commit the whole to the flames, 
to the great mortification of the poor 

Monk, 
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Monk, and the irreparable lofs of the 
rprefent generation. 

Friar Simon, after recovering from 
the difguft wlMch this ill-timed fevcrity 
•of his Superior occafioned, began an 
-account of his own ^ife ; aad> to pre- 
«vent a finiilar -outrage, wrote it iii 
■Latin, a language* wiffi which the fticn: 
lyas not imiih 'acsqusftntefl. *By vi^hat 
Tanfe this ^as-Sdlroyed I know ndf, 
tut {o Kttle lemai&s that I am enabled 
*to-compile a very meagire account of the 
good toaii*s We. 

The more compacted bundle "whicfi 
Ss here prefented to the public, was 
^rittfen in -a language I dfd hot nmdei^ 
f^and, bttt have fmce difcovered to be 

the 
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SECT, I. . _ 

•IMTltODUCTIOM*. 

AHE Hiftorian begins with faying, 
that thofe filly and worldly-minded men 
of Gofmanthorpc, whofe tranfafitions he 
•b going to relate, aftedin fuch a man- 
ner as fully to juftify the name of their 
village, which, he conceives, was given- 
. on account of the .condu£l of its in- 
habitants. ' ; : 

B Not 



f 

4 
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Not being myfclf fufficicntly (killed 
in etymology to develop the myftery of 
this allufion, and the good Monk af- 
fording no further aid^ I applied to two 
friends^ eminent for their philological 
knowledge, for the derivation of the 
name Gofmanthorpe. The one, a pro- 
found Grecian, infdrthed me that the 
Jpame was evidently derived from the 
two Greek words, a(otf^|;«y«vOf»ir0f, men of 
the worlds or, as the Hiftorian calls 
them, worldly-minded men j that by 
omitting the termihations, a pra6tite 
common with phyficians in writing their 
prefcriptions, and very convenient to 
thofe who &re not always able to afcer* 
tain with prccifit)n what they (houM be, 
the word became K^Jmanthrop ; but the 
vulglU', being ever fotid of chaise, as 
Salluft has before obferved, converted 

throp 
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tirpp into tiorpf as they now do curds 
into cnuis^ktidthus the village obtained 
the tiasne of Ktfmantborp, and^by further 
corruption^ G^fjHMtjbarpe. 

My other friend, who was a^ deeply 
read in Saxon lore» told tat the etymo* 
logy was very eafy ) that nothing was 
more common than to call a filly per* 
ion a goofe, that g9ofe-man was therev 
fore a foolifti man, and tkorjit being the 
Saxon word for village, Goofc-men^thorpe^ 
or Gofmaniiofpe^ by contraction and cor- 
ruption^ was the village of filly men, 
and was the derlvatioa to which the 
author alluded* 

HjaVing th^is fettled thefe prelimi-' 

;naries^. leaving wkh the reader to adopt 

which of thefe opinions he choofes, I 

proceed with my Hiftorian to obferve, 

that the cnoft ^ufept ai\d refpeftable 

. ; B 2 inhabit- 
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inhabitants of this town were called 
John Blunt, and Richard Stagger, be- 
tween t^hofe families tjicreb^i beeii 
for many year5 a kind 6F malry and 
lehmiiy V that John was more warm and 
impetuotls, Dick more fly and cuiariihgi 
not wi^^bout a competent ftiare of vanity 
-iand bdaftingi and that when* they were 
-upon^tkeTOoft friendly terms they were 
•gehfitally fneeringi and fcoffing at each 
6ther. ', • '. . , 

• As moft families ha^ne ^ fome little 
bickerings and heart-burnings, John 
Blunt was not without thefe petty vex^ 
ations, and previous to the commence- 
ment of this hiftory, he had fettled his 
eldeft fon upon a very good farm in an 
adjoining parifb, at a confiderable dif- 
tance from his own habitation. This 
fon, while H^ lived in bis father'^s houfe^ 
4 had 
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had gfven -Him frequent vexation^ not 
being willing to make any allowances 
for the old gentleman's ways and cuf- 
tdmsy or prejudices and whims, as he 
aflfefted to call them : Mr. Blunt wag 
therefore very well pleafed to eftablitb 
his £bn upon this farm, for the payment 
of a moderate; quit rent. However, 
after this, John's family becoming more 
expenfive^-and the neceflaries of Ijfe 
much enhanced in price, x)n account of 
a great Icatcity in the early part of 
EdwardftbeiCbnfefTor's r^ign,. the dd' 
geift]ettmri applf^ to his fon for a fmall 
increafeof rent. Ephraitn, (for fo was: 
t4ie yodtig man tailed) immediately ^red> 
ut this^eiiibrld,4 tellingUiis father thatrifJ 
faev^e bfiuslUy in' diftreli;, no perfoYi: 
would) be ^nciorp «roadjjii td afTif^ himthan'* 
himfelf, but that he feared avarice, the 
B 3 frequent 
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frequent concomitant of old zf^t^ wa|i 
the caufe of this extraordinary proceed-^ 
ing ; however, if he really wantied 
money at this time, which he CQiild 
fcarcely believe, rt muft be owing to 
the knavery and profligacy of his fer-^ 
Vants, and that unlefs ho turned theti\ 
all away, he would not advance hiqi a 
fingle penny. 

John was extremely B^ttl^d at this 
lanfwer, and, a$ wu,his cufiomi^ immeft 
diately afiemblcd his domeftics, defiring 
them to Qonfidei what ^uid be done 
in this emergency, Tb^ jreater part of 
them, as might b« cxpe^ledji were mwtt 
ttxafperated, if pofi^ble, than Iheif ina£* 
tcr^ and advifed htm not to remit a 
tittle of his demands^ but, if Epbiaim 
TiEifufied to pay, toibiw upoi^hia flieepa 
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or oxaffj or whatever ftoi:k \\t b^dj> ^^4 
iii4^mnify himfelf. 

Our H^ftpnan obferve^^ tb^t it; Wk^g 
vfual in tbofe days for every man to dp 
wbat was rigbt in his own eyes, whiah 
was alfo too much the cafe in bis pwi^ 
time, without confulting their fovereigq 
liege ];X>r4 the King, or a6ting con** 
formably to his laws> thefe di(renfions 
were produ£live of much rapine an4 
plunder, as alfo great loiTes and troubles 
to both parties, without any advaqtao;e 
to either: that thefe petty feuds wera 
not indeed of fuch magnitude, nor at* 
tended with fuch important confe- 
quence$ a» the Barons' wars, though 
fufficiently diftreffing to many of th^ 
hoaeft And harmlefs people of the" vilr 
lage, %ha would gladly have remained 
1 4 quieU 
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quiet. After this obfervation he goes 
on to relate that Mafter Swagger, who 
always loved to fow the feeds of diffen- 
fion in his neighbour Blunt's family, 
encouraged Ephraim to brave it out j 
befide which he not only gave him all 
the'afliftance in his power, but per- 
fuaded his chief friend and crony, Solo* 
mon Stalely, together with his neigh- 
bour, Reginald Rueful, to follow his 
example. 

By this acceffion of ftrength, Ephraim 
wars able effefilually to baffle all his" 
father's fchemes, who, in the end was 
glad to give up the farm to his fon, in 
fee-fimple,for the fake of peace and 
quietnefs. 

^ Ephraim having behaved in this whole 

ttanfactibn with great obftinacy. and 

. - per- 
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perfeverance, was ever after called 
Ephraim Steady, by which appella- 
tion we fliall henceforth diftinguifli 
him. 
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SECT* JI. 

It was a curr^il: report at the tihie^ 
obferves the Hiftorian, that the enmity 
between the two famili€& of Swagger 
•and Blunt was occafioned by the rivals 
fliip that fubfifted between the ladies in 
ilieir younger days ; each of them, ftriving 
for the hand of Mr. Swagger, who wa* 
then a flafliy young man, and had befide 
a much larger fortune than bis neigh- 
^bour Blunt, who, though not very rich, 
was reckoned fufficiently proud, and not 
much given to compliment,, as his name 
imports ; for this reafbn the ladies bothb 
fet their hearts on Mr. Swagger, though: 
they would either of them rather have 

I taken 
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(aken up with Mr. Blunt, than have 
gone without a hulband. Mv$. Blunt 
was at one time thought to havi^ th« 
advantage, and they fay the weddiBg«» 
day wa$ aS:ually fixed upon jTbetweea 
her and Swagger; but how fickle it 
Fortune ! Mrs. Swagger found mean9 ta 
re*eftabli(h her uitereft fo ^tirely with 
^er lover, that he ihortly after married 
her, and Mrs. Blunt was in the eii4 
obliged to content herfelf with her okjl 
fweetheart 

Thi» cifcumftapfce )ai4 the founda-^ 
tion for a little jealoufy between thr 
two ladies, though they frequently be^ 
haved with outward civility im^ con^ 
ftrained ceremony, while envy ?a8kJe(| 
In the breaft of each» during thei x^ 
mainder of their lives, U waj^ fiipK 
pofed therefore, not without reafon, 
ji 6 that 
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that Mrs! Swagger fpirked -up :her hiifi- 
band to fupport Ephraiiftjvagainft his 
fatheri^ though in the enAfbe became 
the* vkiim of her own .foUy >> for 
Ephrdidilf being a (ingle man, ufedto 
Jaugh' a good .deal at. his fupportery 
Swagger/for Hfeing fomuch heri-pecfced, 
lis- be called ' it; by his wife# It is ^ very 
true (be bad been fomewhat of a tei> 
h)dgan't, and ufed to call herhufband 
♦b^aft^i A account for any irregularities 
he chanced to commit, and would talk 
Toatidly enough to him upon very 
ttlviil tyccafions. Dick, therefore, by 
bis friend Ephraim*s advice, would 
fometim^s anfwer her rather tartly, and 
Uving pretty much in the uncontrouled 
liberty of a bachelor's houfe, would. not 
bear thofe wholefome correSions which 
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his wife ufed formerl/ to infliS aipoft 
him. : : ! •'} 

-. It was now Mrs.' Blunt's turn to 
exult ; but (he; good womsin,. wcfaW 
not, blow up jtbe coals of enmity be- 
tween 0i'att;and wife/ .of whoferdiffefli^ 
fions ftie.had an: horriblfe' dread, JiayioSj 
herfelf fmarted Very fevcrely . in^ Jth^fi} 
contefts. Indeed poor Mrs. Swagger^ 
who had before been the terror and 
hatredr^fi-h^lf thb yilljige, began:no\^ t» 
b^ fwowfly/piliedby;2^n.partfe$. ^.It Wftf 
obfcrved thHihpj t/?inpey^ pf Me yearsi 
had been much fweetened,'and, ^^^ her 
hu{l>and had in the fame proportion 
grown peevkh and : morpfa. . Nothing 
that his wife did could pleafe. him; if 
(he provided:fot tVehoufe l^aHydfomelyi 
(he wanted to ruiq.liUii^^i if .rthe tabl^ 
was frugally fpread, fhe waited ^tQ 

ftarve 
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ftarve him ; ia fhort, the poor womaa 
could do nothin<g right ; and Dick had 
cren contrived to get aU his childreD 
and fervants to hrs party^ by perfuadr 
ing them, whenever they fuflfercd, or 
fencicd they fufibred any hardihipv 
that It WM all his wife's fault. Mrs^ 
Swagger^ therefore^ willing to facrifict 
^v^ry thing for peace and quietnefs, 
gave up the whole managenoent of the 
Koufe to her hufband. This pleafed 
Dick mightily ) he ioftantljy went poking 
into every hole and comer, from the 
garret to the cellar, in cxpeftation of 
finding money, fo perfuaded was he that 
his wife had hidden vaft fums to fupply 
her own private extravagance ; though 
in fa£t he had fpent it himfelf in his dif* 
pute with John Blunts upon Ephraim's 
account. 

The 
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TKt tnrivtl of tbs N<»maiif^ fiiys ^ 
Author^ wfts produdi'TS^ among atbw 
tvilsi 61 gieat liixiu^ and profligacjraf 
9umxier% ^ iafiuence of vHbich c:i(« 
tended even to the inhaljitant^ toS tbk 
viUagie^ fi> that miney became ^ graod 
olye£t of every roan> from the Ptioeeto 
thepeafknh '. 

But the main hvifca oi aH the coorf 
fiifiona that 6^^owed» ^ppeara to havtx 
heeaafiavdr at -that time epii}eiTiic> and 
whic& niged in the panfh of Cucrfman^ 
4horpe with uncontrouled fury. 

Mr« Siiragger was attaqked: vit^ f^ch 
Ttobmce tihat hi^Jife waa defpaiced of > 
lie cecovered-hawerar, but the diitesi^ 
pea having fettkd qn the ^mn^hia headr 
contiQuedii Cadly difogrdemd for iotne 
y«rft ^- >•.,/... 

-. J John 
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u John Blunt .haihimfelf ; a flight !^a- 
roxyfm, but; by the bJcffing of a gOfod 
conftitgtionyfufieredao xnaterial injury^ 
yet it left him, as -might be expe&ed^ 
rather weaker, and he was thought to 
be n^ore* wayward rand tetchy th!inr 
before. • . » . '^.: ^ ; n: ^^-^ . ^: :>.=y') 
Our good Friar thinks it nfecd&ryUd 
make thtfe' remarksiiias they. will fend 
to explain many fubfequent eirents in 
this hiftory,,and to : account /for fome 
othertrife 'inerpHcable r -follies': of '. ill 
parties. . • •^:^ •- ^ * . .^ ' : ? 
i • John •Blunt;.»he obferves, had . a very 
curious circular *apaitdiebt la his hoiifey 
with thickrnlairy /waits, and a vaulted- 
roof' ofiflohe^ the . pavement;. was i te£[ 
fellated, .tadiatmg 'from/ia^^iiibentre^'i tod 
divided into twelve compartmWits< 
This room was much admired by all 
. con- 



{ 17 ) 

connolffcuts as Angular in its kind, being 
both the oldeft, ftrongeft, and moft oi>J 
namental part of the edifice. Mr. Blunt 
always regarded it wiih wonderful cbm- 
placency 3 but judging it the fecureft 
place wherein to depolitihjs money, hii 
began to tamper ^with it, iand. witfaaisk 
deftroying the fabric, loofened the pave-? 
ment, to make a vault undfer it for hi« 
ftrong box. Thus the ftohes, being ret 
moved when his occafions for money 
required; did not fit ib tight as sU: the 
firft, but the;, edges became a little 
thipped, and the joints not fa compa6t 
asfbririerly. ? 

- -Before this hew fcheme, the rents 
4tfed to be left in the tenant's* hands; 
-affitf ^t6 Ife cellledf for' befcafionGlly, wheii 
thisjr'Were wanted ;ibiit now n6^'a fingle 
Jyeriny was fiifFeredto r^ain'-itl aweai^ 
V -^ ' but 
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but every payment wii3 require^, with 
the greateft exadneft. 

Our charitable Hiftoriai^ives vent tQ 
hjiS compaflipna^te feelings on this head 
in fome very pathetic exhortations^ an4 
then proceeds in his narrative to inform 
te that Mr. Swagger, not finding any 
money in the clofets aad cupboard^ 
very modeftly requefted his wife would 
be fo kind as to let him take down th^ 
wairifcot of her dreffing-room i aftey 
which he proceeded to rip up the &oor» 
and tear down the cielipg. Nor was h^ 
in this fcrutiny more fuccefsfill s h^ i 
there difcovered not hidden treafufC» M 
be expeflcd, but that the walls were 
apparently decayed, the timbers rotten^ ' 
Aod the whole fabric in danger of tuna* 
bling ip pieces. Upon thi$ emergency 
bf Mofulted with his wife^ in other 

wordt^ 
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words> he loadod her with reproaches 
for her neglefl of his houfe, though 
^very one in Ae parilh knew the plight 
it was in hef(»^ ihe came to it. After 
venting his fpleen upon his wife, Dick 
proceeded to talk with his fteward, his 
mafbn, his carpenter, and other work-» 
men; thefe f^Ilows> fopd of the job, 
examined the fabric, pronounced it to 
be inpapaUe of repah-i and that it muft 
be. token down immediately, or it would 
^of itfelf. 

While he wa^^mtent upon this fdiraM 
Mr.. Blunt paiTed b)^f who, though nofc 
9lwiiyi fq free in giving his opinion to 
life nei^bour^,, on tbi« occafioq couW 
not help exclaimirig— ^* Ah I M^ee 
Swagger, take care what you 4q, or 
you'll have that old houfe of yowrV 
about your ear^ i and you might iu«k« 

it 
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it the beft place in the parifh, except 



mine.'*' 



" Neighbour Blunt," teplied Dicky 
** I would have it the very beft, without 
excepting your's; and therefore Ifhaii 
pull it quite down^ a»d build it up 
afrefb. I fhall borrow a few bints from 
your old houfe ; but I know you labour 
under many inconveniences. Youip 
room^ to be fure are pretty good, but 
then you have feveral awkward winding 
paffages to go through to get to 'them i 
befides, I underft and your foundattcTxk is 
naught; and m;y workmen tell me-thit 
yoir timbers are all rotten, your roof 
ready tl)'ffilll in, and that your, houfe 
oanrtot p6fE6ly (land many yearsi" 
. .^^ 2Ji-i^dstoeighbour!*' replied John*; 
^ y6tit workmen* ard^a pack of knaves;; 
thetei^-Bbt'ifttolJ^rand better-built 
^' houfe 
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lioufe in the country. As to^ there 
bepig ho foundation, my ariceftors built 
it originally Upon a natural rock ; and 
let me' tell you, friend, your Bunflktibng 
tbo are upon a fimilar bottom. My 
timbers, good Mr. Swagger, you muft 
remember, were thoroughly examined 
and repaired a few years ago,'Jwihei 
fome of my workmeh would have pei> 
Xuaded ^ me to demolifli the- pref<?nt ve^ 
herable pitei and ereil arfpruce midera 
houfe in its place; but I would not 
liften to them. I examined with, .my 
own eyes, few the timbers were foiind^ 
but a little warped^ tind'that the walle 
liad fwerved fomewhat from the per*- 
pendicular ; butthife defefts I remedied 
by crofs pieces and braces, and further 
Tupported the walls by thofe ,butlreffes, 
which are fp much admired-by ibrangens, 
■ .-> though 
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tfaot%Ti }rou» having them always htktk 
your eyel» hav€ not ndtibed theaf light** 
taiefe/elegaiictw and beauty." 
. ^« Well, well," replied Dicki, "don't 
ruffle yoiufelf, neighbour ; let every 
inan eiyoy bis own opitilon* You ate 
Wen fatisfied with your gloomy man* 
fion, but pray don't infift upon my living 
jn a fimitat one i the old materials wiH 
Ipo a great way in ere&ing a building 
nuicfa more convenient and magnificent 
than your's, where I flxfall not biiry fuch 
^quantities of ftone in ufeleis buttrefles 
And dark paflages. Aktd, good neigh- 
iMmr, endeavour to repreft your fpleen^ 
^or I know you ftit eatea up with eftfy^ 
if you fancy vnj body has k better houle 
than yourfelf/' 

. •^ Aye, aye,'' faid jfobn, « I (hall 
rfaave no rcafbn to fenvy you^ if you |>uH 

dow» 



• ( *3 ) 

down yaui: houfe i mntftnber, I tell yo\i 
jrou'U retNBQt it» and (o gocxi morrow tQ 
you." 

After this conyeif&tion^ Dick Wat 
mcfre determined thiain erer to demoliih 
his old houfe, and therefore, the neM 
tnoming, he gave orders to his wdrk**- 
men to t)uU k down, without having 
fixed upon any J>lan for his new build^ 
ihg. He removed with his wife into an 
old bam, which he feiid would ferve 
very well for a temporary refidence 
during fh^ fummer ; arid placed his 
children and fervants in. hay-lofts, dog% 
kennels, and nothir out-houfes of that 
kind. 

The labourel^ had no great troilble 
in accdmpliihing their wbrk of demolf' 
tion i for the buildi6g had fo long 
wanted: repair^ and ftaa ^Tq tiiudi liul x>f 

the 
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the perpendicuiar, that it fell by its own 
^veight when ^the beams and rafters 
were removed. 

^r Dick'irf principal trouble was now. to 
come, for the grand cjueftion was, what 
plan to follow in his new edifice ? He 
had many fcheme's in his head, feveral 
pf which he put, upon paper, but there 
was fome defeft in all of them: one 
was too like tiis*old houfe, and Dick 
loved variety; another' too much re- 
fembled neighbour Blunt's, and Dick 
loved fingularity j,a third had his wife'g 
apartment too airy^ and large, which 
Dick, thought wouhd make her proudi 
He therefore took his rule and compafTesj 
and <fraWing a large fiquare, faid» he 
^ould have the outward walls built iii 
that manner,' ai;id then: he could divide 
and .fntidwidc it'afrefwardi by moveable 

partitions 



partitions, of wood, as he liked ; but he 
obferved, as he had only a barn to live 
in till his houfe was finiflied, difpatch 
would be the greateft merit of his work-r 
men. They followed Dick's plan, and 
on account of his great urgency, laid 
no. foUd foundation, thinking if the 
building tumbled down there would be 
no mighty harm, as it would provide 
another nice job for themfelvcs. 

Having completed the firft ftory, they 

found themfelves unable to proceed 

without partition walls to fupport the 

fecond floor ; Dick therefore ordered 

them to put on the roof without more 

ado, which they fupported by props 

and ftays. This ftrufture, Dick faid, 

would do well enoqgh for the prefent ; 

. as he intended, when at leifure, to look 

. it over, and, after having experienced 

c . the 
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the inconveniences of it, to remedy 
them by his future alterations. 

Though Swagger's houfe was very 
unlike Mr. Blunt's on the outfidc, yet 
It was obferved that he had formed his 
infide a good deal upon that model : 
ills paffeges were larger, but his rooms 
were lefs ; and there was nothing of 
that loftinefs and grandeur, though a 
great deal more ftiffnefs and regularity 
than in his rivals. Nobody in the vil- 
lage liked the outlide appearance : fome 
thought it too large, others too fmall, 
but lall agreed it was too low ; while 
the domeftics were equally diffatisfied 
with thch* accommodations within : the 
butler thought his pantry too dark, the 
houfekeeper thought her (lore -room too 
damp, the cpok thought her larder too 
hot, and they all thought the kitchen 

tpo 



too cold. In fhort,lDick was fo plagued, 
and teazed, and peftered, that in a fit 
of paffion he ordered the (hell only to 
be left, and the infide new modelled, 
by ' making ' every apartment exaftly 
fquare and of equal dimenfions. 

** JLet them be Sufficiently fpacious 
too," faid Dick ; ^^ all men are naturally 
of the fame fize, and all men love to 
have elbow room.*' 



:f 
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SECT. Ill* 



.1>X6ltS»tXOMI* 

•• ;r *;'';'* . * ; " 

; Ott tbejtzes, Jhafes, and races of Mifi, 

I CANNOT but woi^der that the 
Author fliould have fuffered fo danger- 
ous a pofition as the preceding, to pafs 
unreproved, as it appears to me to con- 
tain the feeds of that abominable doc- 
trine of univerfal liberty, and general ^ 
equality. 

Now that men arc neither naturally 
of the fame fize, nor particularly fond 
of telbow-room, muft be evident to any 
perfon who will take the trouble of 

obferving 
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pbfcrving the crowds aflembled on every 
trifling occaflon^ where he will perceive 
not only a great inequality in point of 
fize, but fuch a thorough contenapt of 
the pleafures of elbow room* as muft be 
fufficient to invalidate the opinion ad- 
vanced by Mafter Swagger. 

But the more eflPeftually to overturn 
this peftilent doQrine, I proceed to re- 
mark, that our fage Hiftorian, who had 
undoubtedly a vaft fund of knowledge 
for the time in which he lived, feems, 
not to have been aware of a very im- 
portant faft, which has been lately 
tftabliflied beyond contradi£lion by a 
very ingenious gentleman ; and this is, 
that mankind, inflead of being all na* 
turally of the fame fize and fliape^ are 
fo far from it, that they form totally 
diftind and different fpecies, and are 
/•j»v .-i. ; u;;.v ;• ' C3 not 



o 
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not all defcended from Noah, or even 
^dam. 

Now though the ancients feem to 
have been acquainted with the grounds 
on which this reafoning is founded, they 
negle£led to deduce any material con- 
fequences from it j and though they 
have given us fome very curious fafts, 
and have even noticed moftof the fpe-. 
cies into which mankind are rightly 
divided, yet the gentleman , above aK 
luded to is undoubtedly entitled to. the. 
full honour of the difcovery^ which being 
granted him, he will excufe nie if I 
here add fome collateral proofs, amplir 
ficatioDS, and authorities from the an« 
cients, to his very ingenious deduc* 
tions. 

The firft writer who prefents himfelf 
en this fubjeft is Hefiod, who has very 

particularly 
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particularly enumerated five dlftin£! 
races, not fubfequent to each other in 
point of time, as is generally, though 
very erroneoufly, fuppofed, J:)ut co- 
etaneous; but the poet borrowing from 
authentic records, long fince loft, has 
fo mutilated and mifrcprefented fa£ls (a 
thing ufual with thofe of his profeflion)^ 
as to obfcure the genuine fenfe of his 
originals, and §ive a handle tafancifuL 
men to form th6 moft extravagant con- 
j^ures concerning progreflive degei^e- 
racy ; yet if thcfe five races of men 
W^re confecutive, as he reprcfents them, 
they could not, upon this fuppofition, 
follow in the order in which he has 
placed them, namely, gold, filver, brafs, 
implying a continued degeneracy j' and 
then recur to a better fyftem, and pro- 
c 4 ducc 
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duce a race of heroes, fuch as fought 
at Thebes and Troy, and afterward fink 
again to a race of iron. But if we con- 
fider each of thefe as a diftinft fpecies, 
^very difficulty vanifhes, and what is 
faid of them becomes plain and eafy, 
without having recourfe to a gratuitous 
fuppofition of hereditary degeneracy. 

Indeed this notion, which has been 
haftily taken up by Lucretius*, Horacefj 

• >mqne adeo dffe^la e(l artas, elToctaqoe tellui 
Vix ahimalia parva creat, qus can£U crestvit 
S2ecla> deditqae ferarum ingentia corpora parta. 

Lib. iu 

+ ^tat parentum pejor avis tulit 
Nos nequiores, mox daturos 
Frogeniem ? itiofiorem. 

Lib. ill. Od. 6. 

Juvenal, 
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Juvenal*, and others f, being incom- 
patible with the account of Hefiod, 
probably originated from an erroneous 
interpretation of thofe paffages in 
Homer J, where he reprefents his heroes 
'■.•.■-> .... -' . 

« — -^nec hunc lapideofi qaalift Tumuset Apt ; 
Vel quo Tydidei percoflit pondere caxunf 
Mnex % fed qaem valeant emittere dexus 
IIHs dtffimilcs et noftro tempore natse. 
Nam genas hoc yivo jam deciefcebal Homero.' 
Terra malos homines nanc educat atqae pafilios. 

'^t Herodotus, Plinx^ ^^* 

. Oi'ei Iff fffakt- 4Mr': o .^f |<4ihf«« : *^f^Mt^ ''^f ^^1t* - 

• ■—.'■• ■- .'..-. . .,. U'^. 

■ i ■ ' ■ r%i V-^m ht OHfM }nptM a^9^u J 

0»or »vr i^f^of ii/- jr ^^ |M» f^ft: lr«^ail Mt -Moc« 

... »- . II ja» 
. .::^. c 5 as 
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afi hurling ftones, which would have 
required the ftrengtb of two men, fuch 
as the Greeks of his time, to have fuf- 
tained. 

By a fimifar comparifon, Virgil* 
ih<e!ws the athletic powers of Turnus 
(probably inueh the fame as thofe of 
Diomed and Heftor) to. have been equal 
to the united ftrength of twelve Romans.. 
This haughty nation^ therefore, unwil- 
ling to allow thcmfelves of an inferior 
fpecies, would giladly bring down all 



Saxom circumfpiek ingentf 



Saxunrtntiqatmi/ing^ ; campo quod forte jacebat 
^ Limes agro pofitus, litem ut difceraeret arvis. 

Vix* illud k^ bis fex cervice fubiieAt. 

Q^alia none kominum poodocit corpora teilo^: 

nie reana laptani tnpida.toxqttcbac in hoftem^ 

Altior loforgeDa*. 
' ; J JEn. 22« 

mankind 
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mankind to a level with themfelyes, by 
a vifionary notion of hereditary dege- 
neracy. 

But this is not the fa£i: ; for the ex- 
traordinary vigour celebrated by Homer, 
is not that of each individual engaged 
at the fiege of Troy, indifcriminately ; 
an interpretation very unpoetica], for 
then where is the fuperiority of bis 
champions ? but only of that diftin£l rape 
of heroes mentioned by Hefiod ; who, 
though leaders of the Greeks, were not 
themfelvesfprung from the foil, but being 
foreigners, or the offspring of foreigners, 
were much more bulky and large than 
the reft of the army, as is particularly 
noted of Ajax and AgamenuKwi ; the 
former being everreprefented'uriVvieldy 
and immoveable as a tower, while the 
lize and majeftic port of the latter is 
^6 dcpii^ed 
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depifted with equal veracity through- 
out the IKad. . V : 

Thefe heroes, however, ferve as »a 
common term whereby taeompafethe 

* Creeks and the Romans ; for as they 

* were twice as ftrong a&the former,, and 
twelve times as ftrong as the latter,-it 
will follow that two Greeks poifeiTed as 

* much bodily ftrcngth as twelve Romans : 

* a caufe this, and not a confequence of 
the partiality which the former -always 
retained for gymnaftic exercrfes ; for 
perfons • of great bodily ftrength, it is 
obferved, are fond of (hewing their Su- 
periority, as was the cafe with Mito, 



Viribiis ille 



Confiftts periit, admliandirque laeertis* 

Of this tendency to boaft themfelves 
of their athletic powers, we have fuf- 

ficient 



n 
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^fici^nt examples too in the champions 

vo£.otii:. own times. . 

r r^frbwS'l.think it will fufficiently fpji- 

Aow from thi§ reafoning; afojffiriori, th?t 

the /Greeks were a^^eies totally dif- 

.tin£t. &om (the-Romans; and of this 

: there w^nt notmapy arguments a priori, 

\ but let one fuf&ce : For the Athenians, 

the very ^hief of the Greeks^ bein^ 

«u?«X^ovff> or fprung from the earthy jas 

the beft * hiftorians inform us, muft ne* 

ceffarily partake of the nature of the 

* Thacydidesx the moft accurate of their hi& 
torians. though he does not fay fo in expref» terms, 
yet feems to admit this well known £id in the follow- 
ing words^ '* Tuv ym Arrtxiir i« ra tmvTitholof iix ro 
hnrr<iyfm a^ratertaalop Haa.fi atifUTroi uxts* o» avloi aft," 
and indeed the comparing of this paflage with that 
of Locretiusy n 

** Sed gemsit tellus eadem, qoae nunc alit ex tc" 
poti the. matter out of all doubt. 

foil; 
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foil ; now Attica being very ftony Ztid 
nigged, was likely to produce 'a hardy 
race of men, fo that though the Romans 
were no way deficient in perfonal 
prowefs, yet it may be conceded, with- 
out any difparagement to them, that 
one Athenian was a match for fix 
Romans; and I much queftion whether 
they would have been fubdued by a 
frtialler majority. 

That one Grecian was equal in fight 
to at leaft an hundred Perfians, is alfo 
clear from two events : the defeat of 
that great army which Xerxes fent 
againft them, and the retreat of the ten 
thoufand, of which Xenophon gives fo 
accurate and fpirited a narration ; events 
which being feparated by an interval of 
near four fcore years, could not have 
fallen out fo alike upon the fuppofition 

of 
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of a degeneracy- Iildeed this infe- 
riority is very ifatisfaftorily accounted 
for, from the extreme weaknefs of ttie 

.flcuUs of the perfians, as mentioned by 
Herodotus, in his third book *. . 

To Jfnveljtigate the different origins of 
the Trojans, Grecians, Perfians, Romans, 
and other nations of antiquity,, would 
be a work far beyond the'compafs of 
this fliort eflay; but which T would re- 
commend to the ingenious author who 
has already commenced this enquiry j I 
would only obferve that n the defcent of 
the Romans from ^neas and his heroic 
companions, as endeavoured to be 

^ cftablifliedrby yjrgil, but wjiich, by the 
learned, has ever been confidered as a 

* '» ■ 7 ■ . r - * .. . , ■ . ■ , 

»9i% 11 Oi^fif ^fn it,9wn QttKusffMrtrfxhhfm 

poetical 
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poetical figmentj is clearly impoffible 
from this confideration^ that it required 
at leaft twelve Romans to equal the 
ftrcngth of that * hero j a difTerence 
very lamely accounted for upon tlic fiip- 
pofition of hereditary degeneracy. * 
Before clofing thislubjeft/ t inuft re* 
mark, that the ancients being little 
(killed In the niceties.of anatomical in* 
veiligation, formed their difcriminative 
chara£terifiics from external appear- 
ances 5 whereas tlie accurate obferver of 
modem times^ deduces his conclulions 
from the different fizes of the bones, and 
capacities of the cavities. Homer, 
however, whofe knowledge waS un- 
bounded, being well (killed in anatomy, 

* For Taroof , as we have fcen, was a match for 
twelve Romans ; and ^neas certainly was not in- 
ferior to his riyal. 

. , has 
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lias obferved this difference of dinien- 
(ions in the frontal bones^ as I fhall pre- 
fently fliow, but Hefiod by a lefs re- 
condite method, difcriminates the races 
he enumerates by the circiimftance of 
colour only 5 and how exaftly each of 
thefc may be applied to the modern 
nations, with which we are acquainted. 
I (hall now very briefly confidcr. 

The men of the iron race, are pro-i 
bably that fpccies from whom the mo- 
dern Negroes of Africa are defeended, 
who being of a full black, might per- 
haps be denominated from the refem- 
blance of their colour to iron, or more 
probably are the offbpring of a foil 

abounding in that metal*. 

Thofe 

* This metallic origin accounts very fatisfa^ori* 

\y for the operation of the patent metallic Traflors^ 

by fympathy or affinity. 

Thus 
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Thofe of the brazen race are un- 
doubtedly the copper-coloured Indians j 
while ihofe of the filver as certainly re* 
prefent bur own anceftors, whofe fair 
complexions juftly entitled them to thit 
denomination ; unlefs the learned reader 
would rather fuppofe this name aflign* 
ed them, as fpringing from a filver foil, 
for the tin* with which our iflaqd 
abounds, might originally be miftakea 

' Thus thegoldeii and £lver races, of which> in 
their feveral gradations and commixtare^ the inha* 
bitants of this Ifland chiefly confift, are moft power- 
fully affefled by Tradlors compofed principally of 
thofe metals ; while Tradors of Iron, have been as 
liberally applied to the blacks. 

* Nafcitur ibi plumbam albam in medlterraneis 
regionibus, 

Cefar de bello Galileo Lib. ;• 

^ for 
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for filv«*, or perhaps, as Mr. Boyle 
fuppofes, is nothing elfe but that ore in 
a depraved ftate. 

The golden race I confider as no un- 
apt defignation of the Scots, whofe 
ruddy countenances and golden locks 
fufficiently account for the origin of this 
term, and point them out, as deriving 
their birth from a fandy and barren foil* 
Whether any fanciful allufion to their 
attachment to gpld, inqueftof which, 
it ha^. been obferved, they will cheer- 
fully leave their native land, be couched 
under their name of the golden race, I 
dare nW take upon me to decide, but 
leave it to able? heads to determine. 

And here, perhaps I might, without 
offence, difmifs the fubjc£t, having very 

* Vett Britannia aarum et argentum et dia 

Tacit. Agricola. 

fatis- 



fatisfa£lorily proved the prefent exigence 
of the four different races, which have 
erroneoufly been looked upon aafo many 
diftin£t fucceflions of men ; particularly 
a§ no more than thefe four are noticed 
by Ovid, but as it has been remarked 
that the flream of intelligence is always 
the lefs clear the further it is removed 
froni the fource, fo I cannot but con-^. 
elude that Hcfiod's account, however 
diftorted and imperfeft, is yet more 
jcorreft than'his diffaht' ihlitatorV I am 
therefore inclined to believe the race of 
Heroes or Giants, mentioned by the 
former, as a dillinft fpecies, to be yet 
in being, as it is remarkable that na« 
ture is very careful to pVevent either 
genus or fpecies from being loff • And 
if 4 were required to name the fpot, 
where fuch race now exifts> though an 

obje^ton 
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,ob|^Q:ion on fuch grounds would be 
. ipei:eJ7 an argumentum ad i^noraniiam, yet 
am I prepared to anfwer it^ and fhoijld 
without, hefitation ppint out the coaft 
of Patagonia, of which country! ap- 
prehend the anceftors of tliofe Heroes 
. who W£re engaged in the Theb?in and 
Trojan.wars to haye^ been indigenous, 
though their defcendants fettled in Ph^e* 
nicia, Egypt, or bther fegibns before 
they acquired thfcirfevefalkifi^doms*. 

I kriow 

. *^That a cqloojr of tKis gigantic race, had by 

, foroc means. (probabl;^ acqid^n^) beieti enabliibed 

. in Indiai where they W^re foand by Atexaiider'the 

r Ctcdit, is clearffpix^ the t^imony of ArrUnV whofe 

^defcription of . them is asTfbllows^ a>>M ^JyalJi^ ^9 

T»0'«f*ara,oia yuyiovmi rat Kara rm Aa'taf,wi»r&vvx*ff 

TVf wo}^u 9 9hky9^af^9h^3^ra^mat ^i>Mfriiii^ rin e^^Km 

fi^^vtny srAv AiftioTivr. I>e expedit. Alex. lib. 5. 

This 
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. I know there are thpfe who are vi 
anxious to deduce all mankind fr< 
one common flock, and account 
the diverfity in fize, colbur, fha 
&c, from climate f , habit, ' and ot 
fancifid, and now exploded cauf 

*' ' ■ ' . . . ' . . : ' ■ V ! ■ 

It.' 

^thU colony might poffibly fend out thofe 
venturen Who eftabliihed themfelves in difi 
kingdoms of Greece. 

It muft be obfefvod loo, that^ongh by a 
^oent .commixture with a fairer race, they lofi 
jgreateft part of their fable hue, fo as to retain 
a flight tinge of fwarth^ they funk at the fame i 
neatly s^ foot in heights, being reduCfed to abou 
. feet apd a half in ffatprie, forfucli appears to 1 
bfiUi the.fize of Jthofe hetbes en^ged at Thebea 
Troy ; . but the Patagonia;i$, from whom I coi 
tttte them to be 4ticcndfii, ftili retain ihe 
fieifi^t and complexion of thofi: mentioned 
Arrian. ' / 

^. t MontefqBicaEJjppt4etlK)ix0Liv« 14^ 



Thefe perfons £ay that as that great na« 
turalift Buffon deduced all the varieties 
of the caning, fpecies from one common 
origin, the Shepherds dog, fo they pre- 
fume the generally received notion, of 
Adam being the father of all mankind, 
may well enough be reconciled to the 
varieties which we now obferve in the 
human race. ' 

But this argument proves too much, 
for it would then follow that there are 
no radically diftinft fpecies of men, a 
pofition, which I muft beg leave to deny, 
and the falfity of which I can prove from 
that veuerable and admired writer He- 
rodotus, the veracity of whofe accounts, 
in feveral ipftances fbriherly difbeliev^d, 
tbe difcoveries of recqnt navigators have 
confirmed. 

That there are mod indifputably dif- 

ferent 



* f^ritrt"li)d€iefe ^^mbn,Tione of my rcad- 

^ers, I think, will be inclined to doubU 

'when I refer them to his account of 

the* biald pated men^ andthofc who 

' fleip away half their time, nefithcr of 

which are uncommon with usi : though 

of a diftinft fpecies from the genuine 

filver race. To thefe may be added, 

the headlcfs men f , or as our immortal 

bard has termed them 



Men wliofe heads 



Do grow beneath their fhbulders ; 

♦ >ii|«?^ofTi ^1 uai Vfii Tj »?%?iw X^f^i «•o^^or, 

- tuiteat. vwtfftoM Hpwf v^ii>M9 stv&fufrot .?iiy9f^a9^ atat 

vft»rt( f «x«»f«(, &c. and again, vmfQuyn ^i tuto;, 

Herod. Lib. 4, 

i . # HcrodrLib. 4. 

3.W. t * but 
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but kil anf fliould Jbefitate to admit the 
tnith of thefe rehtions, I rwould beg 
le87e toTemindfach, that the^exiftenoe 
of the Antipodes, a trath now eftabltfli- 
ed beyond ^atll controe^erfy, was formerly 
denied, with as .much warmth and ob-* 
ftinacyj as that of thefe acepkali can now 
poffihly be* 

The fiarther accoumt too of a4iu:e ot 
men with heads like dogs* is an addi- 
r tional confirmation of this fyftem, and 
if I were v^X afraid X)f incurring the 
cenfure of Cicero |, I could enlarge 
upon thefe izS(^ from fome of the mod 

♦ Befide thc^'^ftimony of Herodotus, we have 
alfo that of Ccefias, in the ibUowing words, 

f Utitar in re non dubia> teftibus mm necef- 
n authen- 



(^5« ) 

^authentic natural hifiorians of antiquity ; 
I cannot - hdwever omit to adduce the 
collateral teftimony of' Homer (whofe 
credit for veracity is not to be impeach- 
ed), from whofe account of. Therfites ♦ 
it appears, that there was at leaft a 
baftard fpecies of this race at the fiege 
of Troy, whofe perfonal bravery was 
looked upon as of an inferior kind, f Ac- 
cordingly we find Achilles, when en- 
raged at Agamemnon, endeavouring 
to fix upon him the ftigma of a crofs 
from this breed, though from the ac- 
counts, of his valour, probably without 



ftvlap tfWif6$ 



I1.J. 

+ Ov y»f tya ato fviM XipiioTipw jSporoir a^^o» 

n. %. 

any 
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.any foundation, for paflion is apt to 
hurry men beyond the bounds of truth 
and reafon *• His words are 

or as Mr. Pope well tranflates them . 
Thoo dog in forehead, 

which contain an evident allufion to 
his partaking of the . nature of the 
€ynocephali in the narrow and retrcat- 
• ing forehead and hind-head, than which 
a ftronger reproach could not have been 
imagined. 

To thcfe varieties niight* be added the 
Pygmies not more than three feet high, 

• I am happy in having the authority of Plu- 
tarch to confirm me in this bpir.ion, whofe obfer- 
vation on this pafllige is as follows : — ^x»Aoy yap 

De audiend. Poet, 
p 2 men- 
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mentioned both by Homer and Hero- 
dotus, and wbofe exiftence is further 
confirmed by thofe two great naturalifts, 
Ariftotle and Pliny> which race form* 
ing fo ftriking a contrail to the ancient 
Heroes, or modern Patagonians, fliows 
the falfity of the pofition, at the con- 
clufion of the preceding feftion. That 
all men are naturally of the fame Jize. 

And having now, with great labour 
to myfelf, and I hope with no lefs edi- 
fication to my reader, eftablifhed. this 
fyftem beyond all contradidlion, I (hall 
not quit the fubjeft, till I have deduced 
from it two very important confe- 
quencesi by way of corollaries. 

And, firft, I apprehend this will 
bring the difculGonupon the expediency 
and lawfulnefs of the flave trade into a 
very narrow compafs. For if the Afri- 

4 ^^^ 
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can negroes are a race whofe forehead 
bones are narrower and more retreating^ 
than thofe of an European, they form 
a diftinft ftock, and confequently the 
whole argument of fraternal connexion, 
and original confanguinity> falls to the 
ground^ we are no longer brethren, and 
we are not only permitted bjat are en* 
joined by religion, as I fliall prefently 
ihow^ to employ them in the cultivation 
of the earth* 

For if Adam were himfelf a negro, 
as fome of our beft phyfiologifts main- 
tain, it will follow that thefe are his 
offspring; and as it was enjoined him and 
his pofterity to eat their bread in the 
fweat of their brow, as a punilhment 
for his difobedience, it will readily ap- 
pear that we are complying with the in- 
junftions of fcripture, in compelling 
D 3 them 
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them to fubmit to this infliaion in its 
greateft extent. 

I know it has been imagined by fome 
that the blacks are the exclufive de- 
fcendants of Ham, but this opinion 
having been very ably refuted by Dr. 
Brown, in his Treatife on Vulgar 
Errors *, I would rather refer my read- 
er to his arguments, than unneceffa- 
rily enlarge this difcourfe by tranfcrib- 
ing them. 

The next thing I would obferve> 
which muft be a fource of wonderful 
confolation to us, is, that we of the lil- 
ver race are hence exempted from the 
guilt of original fin, which attaching 
only to the defcendants of Adam, who 
are the blacks, leaves us free: and thq 



* Book. 6* Chap. ix. 



weight 
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weight of the penalty falling exclufively 
upon the negroes, is a further proof of 
the propriety and rectitude of the flave 
trade. 

Having thus concluded this (hort and, 
I hope, not unprofitable digreffion, 
which appeared neceffary to correct the 
erroneous affertion at the end of ther 
hft feftion, we will now refume the 
thread of this inftrudbive and entertain- 
ing Hiftoiy. 



D4 SECT. 
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SECT. rv. 

THE flUTOUT COHTlKVltP. 

Our Hiftorian goes on to obierve,) 
that all the good houfewives in tha 
parifh were alanned, at Mr. Swagger's 
taking the management of hisltoufe out 
of his wife's hands : It feemed fuch tX 
difgrace to the fex in general, apd fuch 
a dangerous precedent to other huf- 
bands, that none of them fpoke of him 
with common patience ; befides, his 
precipitate raftmefs in pulling dowti the 
whole fabric, which many thought he 
would have done better to repair, made 
every one look upon him, as no wifer 

than 
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than be (hould be. The women there- 
fore took great delight in teazing, and 
tormenting poor Dick, and Mrs. Stately 
with Mrs. Fearful, two forward young 
flirts, called one morning upon Mrs. 
Swagger, under pretence of feeing her 
new houfe, but in reality to vex her 
hufband. 

When they had gained admiffion, 
they complimented him in a farcaftic 
ilyle upon his fine tafte, great (kill, ap- 
proved wifdom, giggling and tittering 
between every fentence. Dick, whofe 
temper was confiderably foured, could 
not relilh their jokes, but cut them fhort, 
faying, •* Ladies, I know very well that 
you think this houfe not good enough 
for my wife, but I mud beg you will not 
pull it in pieces before it is finiflied -, 
yoii can be no judges at prefent of its 
D 5 beauty 
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beauty and convenience, for I intend 
to take away thofe ugly wooden props 
in the dreffing room." 

" For Heaven*s fake, dear Mr. Swag- 
ger," faid the women, " don't remove 
them, we would rather advife you to 
place more, for we are dreadfully afraid 
the whole building will tumble about 
your wife's ears, do what you can : you 
have been impofed upon, good Sir, by 
a pack of rafcally workmen, and there- 
fore if you and Mrs. Swagger will ac- 
cept of an apartment in either of our 
houfes, till you can ereft a good fub- 
ftantial edifice upon your old founda- 
tions, you fhall be extremely welcome.*' 

'' There now,*' faid Dick, flying 
into a paflion, " Did not I tell you 
thefe jades had a defign to pull down 
my buildings, and carry off noy family? 

pretty 
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pretty doings truly to come into an 
hpneil man's houfe, and fow diffentions 
between him and his wife j but TU 
make you remember it, you trollops." 
With'that he lifted up his fill, and ^f 
they had not made a precipitate retreads 
^would certainly have done them a mif- 
chief: however he took care to apply 
abundance of epithets to them, which 
,the honeft chronicler would blufli to 
recite. Nor did his rage ceafe here ; he 
turned away half the fervants in the 
houfe, one for letting thefe troublefome 
vifitors in i- another for letting theip 
out; one for laughing, when he fcolded 
them; and one for crying when he f\yore 
at them. 

A few. days after this hubbub had 
fubfided, finding that his difcarded do- 
mefiics had procured an afylum in the 
; ,. i> 6 houfe* 
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lioiircs- of Maffet Fearful iiritj^ Maftttt 
Stefdy, he t<rent to his w?fe wHh a 
frfiiHflg codntenance. «' My dear." faui 
hfe "caii yott believe it ? Thofe^ bdlBes 
in petticoats who came to infuTt me in 
my own Iroufe, fc^rve received niy run- 
away fervacnts, loaded them withf i^vourfi 
afjd are*no^ (as I arrt convinced* hf ifr 
difpiitable authority which I cannot at 
*prdent difclbft) concerting together 
to murder me, arid probably you too, 
pull dowit trfy houfe, and feize »pon 
my eftate : Be fo good therefore, my 
deateft, as to write to thefe niadcaps,and 
defire them to turn their precfonsVifitoi^ 
away ; tell them that thofewho havt 
been treacherous in one fervice, are not 
likely to be very faithful in another.-* 

Mr^. Swagger wouH gladly have ex- 
ciifed herfelf, fhe knew that aU fte 

■could 
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'faniilclilajr would produce no efFed upon 
btt fleighboura ; and that her bufban^ 
oittcfbuiing the whole fault to herfejf^ 
twmdd only be the more exafperatcd 
sgainA her*. However ihe at length 
.-coQiplted ; but her friends^ as fhe had 
-dmfeea^ pa£d no attentiofi to her letter^ 
tliTf looked upon Dick as mad, and 
ihcy thought his wife little better not 
to run. away from him and go to her 
own relations, till his neighbours could 
cure him of his wild freaks ; but they 
were little aware of the poor woman's 
£tuation. Dick^ with all his malicr^ 
had a prodigious (hare of low cunnings 
and therefore, whenever he walked outj 
be locked his wife in her apartment^ to 
fecure her, as he faid, from being in- 
commoded by the intrufion of the work-^ 
^people who were about the premifes. . 

Now 
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Now the partitions being flight and 
the wood green, it happened that one 
of the pannels (hnink foimuch as to 
drop out once when Mrs,' Swagger was 
locked up. She immediately arailed 
herfelf of this lucky incident^ and put*: 
ting on her hat and cloak, was '.pro- 
ceeding with all fpeed to a relation's 
houfe, when,^ having nearly reached the 
door, (he unfortunately met with her 
hulband's fliepherd, who very officioufly 
condu£ted her back again to his mafter. 
. When Dick firft difcovered *that his 
wife had fled, he began to rage and 
ftorm like a mad thing ; but inftantly 
recoUe^ing hiinfelf, and being unwil- 
ling to expofe his weaknefs to his fer« 
vants, he in a moment became as meek 
as a lamb, declared he fhould be quite 
difconfolate without his dear Louifa, 

and 
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and that It would be an a£): of the 
greatefi kindnefs in any one to bring 
her to him again ; he was proceedings 
but had not time to fay more before fhe 
arrived. Dick received her with a moft 
abundant (how of tendemeis; he ca- 
refled and hugged her as if he would have 
finothered her, and when flie was be- 
ginning to make fome awkward apo- 
logies for her conduft, begged (he 
would make no excufes, as his joy at 
receiving her again fafe, obliterated 
every fentiment of refentment which he 
might at any time have harboured in his 
breaft. 

Among Swagger's other megrims, he 
fancied himfelf a great poet ; and John 
Blunt having, many years before, com- 
pofed fome love verfes in praife of his 
wife> Dick muft needs do the fame ; fo 

turning 



( 64 ) 

turning poeteftcr in his' old age,, he 
prodiicdd a firing of rl^rmes^ wberein 
hr complimented Mrs* Swagger^ witli^ 
out forgetting his orrrt good qualities -, 
Dick: therefore began roaring this out 
with all lus might/ as if he would fplit 
bis Iungs» and in^fted upon ererjr one 
he met joining^in choruw^;. 
. One day he tooL it into his head that 
his wife (hould not fit in an arm-chair; 
another time it occurred to him that he 
Ought to wear his hat in the houfe, to 
fliow the world he was not afraid of 
lier ; after this, he thought it would be 
only right that he fhould walk into the 
room firft ; and again^ when he vifited 
her dreffing-room, he infifted upon 
having the folding-doors thrown open. 

When Mr. Swagger had completed 
his houfe, he furveyed it with great 

com- 
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complacency; he ordered a plan and 
elevation to be hung up in his hall, and 
whenever he paffed them, he pulled off 
"his hat. ]^Iot fatisfied with paying it 
tiiis homage hirafelf, he doubted not 
but it would be the admiration of the. 
neighbourhood* h« difperfed drawinga 
of it round the whole village, informing 
his neighbours, with great exultation^ 
dkat be had completed his new edifice : 
fome made him no anfwer, while others 
took his plan and thru& it into the fire* 
John Blunt was very referved on. this 
eccafion» be ga»e no opinion; but only 
fent his compliments^ and wifbed Mn 
md> Mn. Swagger tlieir health to livq 
in it many years. 

Notwithftanding John's feeraing po* 
lifeiittfsi, it was* thought he had no- very 
great tijcing to Dick^s new buitdipg, nor 

had 
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had he any reafon, for he was peftered* 
by feme of his domeftics to follow his 
neighbour's example, and new model his 
own houfc 5 fome of the lower fort faid 
they had fuch forry apartments it was a 
fliame to fee, and begged him to allot 
them better in his new plan. 

John, who had a great veneration 
for the ftrucSture of his anceftors, would 
not willingly fufFer a ftone to be dif* 
placed ; but he now began to be afraid 
that his domeflics would pull it in pieces 
in fpite of him. 

*^ What !" fays he, to the moft cla-^ 
morous, " can't you be fatisfied to live 
in the fame houfe, that thofe did who 
went before you ? as good men, let me 
tell you, as any of you ; but fupp.ofe I 
(hould pull it down, pray who is to pay 
the expence of building it up again ?" , 

One 
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One or two of the more moderate 
replied, ** Sir, we would not wifh you 
to pull it down by any means, we only 
defire you to make a few alterations 5 • 
let the windows be cleaned and en- 
larged, and throw out a bow or twoj. 
Mrs. Blunt's dreffing room alfo might 
befliortened, to make room for us in. 
the great hall at Chriftmas ; for fome of. 
us are forced to fit in the kijtchen, while 
many a worfe man is feafting at your' 
Honour's table in the hall.*' . 

*^ Gentlemen," replied John, "I: 
will talk with my fteward upon the fub-, 
je£l ; but I can do nothing in a hurry,. 
You are very well off, if you could but. 
think fo ; and you that admire Mr. 
Swagger's houfe fo much, would do • 
well to go and live with him," 

" Lord 
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" Lord love your Honour/' faid tliey^ 
'•don't be ruffled ; we would not leave 
your Honours houfe to live in an Em- 
peror's; but we would gladly make it 
fuch a palace that it would be a mercy 
to fee it/* 

•• Well, wdi;* faid John, haftily, " ni 
talk with my fteward} and fa good day 
to you.'* 

Upon John's confulting his fteward, 
•« Wait a little. Sir/' feid he, "and 
fee the end of Swagger's mad fchemesj 
this is one of his tricks. You are no 
ilranger to his malice and cunning ; if 
fae could but once fee your houfe de* 
moliihed, which has been his envy for 
rttany a long year, he would be iatis- 
fied. You know. Sir/* continued he, 
^* I was once as clamprous^ as any body 
to enlarge the great ball, but upon a 

nearer 
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fiearer ^xammatiob, I found that any 
alteration would endanger the roof: as 
to thie windows, I began to rub them 
a little, but the mildew has eaten (b 
deep into feme places, that they mil 
not come clean, and I broke one or two 
panes in the attempt j they are of fine 
coloured glafs, you know, and therefore 
will not admit fo much light as the 
common fort ; bxrt, by my good will, 
not a cobweb fliall be removed in future. 
To preiferx'e your own houfe fecure, I 
WQcrld advife you to turn the ill will of 
yoOT discontented and turbulent do- 
meftics againft Swagger's ; it is imma- 
terial to lliem whofe buildings they are 
defacing, if they are but employed. He 
has whifpered his intention of demolifli* 
ing your'fe, and there can be no great 
harm in anticipating miichief/' 

Now 
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Now although this advice was judged 
« at- the time to be exceedingly whole- 
« fome aifid falutaiy, it proved in the 
'event far otherwife ; for Difck*s bbdHy 
liftrength being, unimpaired, though his 
ointelle£ls were difordered^ his aflailants 
' frequently cMie oflF with the worft of 
'/it. Even John Blunt, who reckoned 
' himfelf the (hrewdeft man in the parifb, 
f became in this inftancc the dupe of both 
.friends and enemies, and was taught, 
as he often confefled with, tears in his 
"^ eyes, that it was no great argument of 

- wifdom to qtiarrel with a madman. 

After this fage remark,. our Hiftprian 
' obferves, that Mafter Swagger held 
' fome land of Fearfurs, upon ;aii joJd 

- tenure of fending: him aft ^gg a; day^ a 
J pound of butter a week, and-oth^r tro|U- 

blefome and triflbg Cervibds i biut JPicJc's 

finances 
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.financea being rather low with the ex« 
pencfes of his new building, he was not 
to punSual as he fhould have been in 
his payments, and would gladly have 
;entef ed jnto a comprdmife for the fa'^ 
tiirc^but Mrs. Feairful^ to whom the 
articles were highly ufeful, being a very 
good houfewife, would not have them 
commuted on any account. ^Dick^ 
however/ refusing to pay, a rather tart 
correfpOridente enfuedi when Fjfank 
Fearful, being abetted by otie Saoi 
Shifty, a.bufy, meddleibme man, who 
:W2^ i9j;Ways.thrufting hisDQfe into oth^r 
peopikefif co^icems, they agteed between 
thejn to' fend hint ^a JLawyer's ktter. 
Havifig applied for this purpofe to an 
attOTuey of, the keener? fe^rt, he quickly 
wrote; a; mofl: fcurrilpua ^epiftl^i ftn^, 
without waiting for the tedious procefs 

of 



inflaatty procecaRtkdto diftrain his }ga^ 

and chattels, and being attended hf 

^Shifty iaisd .Fiear£iiU Eaicly dro«re Mafter. 

Switgger off ills own premifes, rating 

jhhii for MsicaoxJaloiis bebaviour^^lus 

wife, i?dw»n every txDdy in the jpariA 

pitied but hhnlfelf, and againib wiaojoi 

they declared ttoey had not fheitighteft 

jenmity. 7 :' 

This exafpemted Dick mightily, be 

"ftvore he had been tbe:tihdeftchuft>and 

vin the-wofrld, that he had confulted his 

*^ife in everything, «nd that fhe no«v 

fided with his enj^mios, and rejoiced at 

• his misfortunes* 'He clinehed his fift at 

her, and it was thought would have 

ftruck her; however, he dragged her 

cut of her own apartment, and thraft 

^ hit 
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her into a forry hole, which was for- 
merly occupied by the fcull ion wench, 

Dick's veneration for his hbufe had 
feme time before manifefted itfelf in a 
very odd way ; for.whenevet he wanted 
a piece of wjood to burn, down came a 
prop, fo that at length the whole buildi 
ing tumbled about his. ears. Dick had 
agility enough to get out of the way, 
but Jiis wife land fomec of the fervants 
were buried in the -riiins. 
. Dick having thus, freed himfelf froni 
all his domeftic cares, .fas he faid, called 
together his fervants, and arming each 
with a, ftout bludgeon, foon ;bex:ame 
(norfe than a match .for the lawyer and 
his gang, whom he pref^ntly fent 

** Home wkhout boets/ijrhd iif bad 'weather too *.*• 

* The Editor has taken the liberty of paraphrafing 
fte original, by this'Unt^ from Shkkfpeare, 
• *' 1 E He 
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He not only recovered his own ftock^ 
which had been purloined by the 
lawyer, but feized upon a great deal 
belonging to his antagonifts ; and, being 
joined by a tenant of Frank Fearful's, 
adtually took pofTeflion of one of his 
bed farms* 

Poor Dick's brain had been touched 
for fome time^ and vanity had now 
completed the buiincfs ; from this pe- 
riod he plunged into fome of the wildeft 
extravagancies that ever entered into 
the heart of man. If he faw a perfoa 
quietly walking along the ftreet, he 
would come behind him (lily, trip up 
his heels, and then run away with a loud 
horfe laugh. He moreover publicly-de- 
clared that if any man were tired of his 
wife, he would put him into a way of 
getting rid of her at an eafy.ratCi Every 

body 
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body now was afraid of him, and the 
poor defencelefs towns-people ufed to 
go along bye- ways to avoid him 3 but 
this fignified nothing, for Dick was to 
be feen at every twift and turn, break- 
ing down all the gates and hedges in his 
way. 

One day Dick took a new freak into 
his head: for calh"ng upon Reginald 
Rueful, " Neighbour," faid he, " you 
are fenfible that my tenant at Nether- 

ftead '* 

' " Your tenant !*' interpofed Regi- 
nald, ** I proteft I thought that farm 
belonged to Mafter Fearful 5 — ^you can- 
not furely have bought it ?" 

" Don't interrupt me, friend," re- 
plied Dick ; ** the farm lies conveniently 
for me, and that rafcal, Fearful, having 
ufed me fo fcurvily, I have feized upon 

E 2 it. 



( 76 ) 

it, and mean Jto Jceep it in tny poffef- 

*^ BJefs me !" interrupted Reginald 
again, "why I thought you had pub- 
licly declared that you were fatisfied 
with what you have, and would not 
wifli to add a foot of land to your pro* 
perty y and now you have ftolen neigh- 
bour Fearful's eftate. Why, I thought 
you faid it was a ftiame ievery man had 
not hi3 land rent free^'* 

" Aye," faid Dick, '' but I find it is 
better for the man to have me to proteft 
him i and therefore no more words on 
that fubjeft. But to (hew you how 
much I am his friend, I came to obferve 
to you, that he is obliged to go a mile 
about to get to market, and then the 
joads are fo bad that in winter they are 
.almoft impaffable." 

*' Thai 
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*' That is very true," replied Regi- 
nald, '* and that makes his form fo in- 
convenient." 

'' It does fo," refumed Dick, '^ and I 
mean to remedy that inconvenience; 
for, though I fliall not take it into my 
own hands, I fliall do what I can for 
the advantage of my tenant j I mean, 
therefore, to make a road through your 
grounds, for the ufe of my farm." 

" Z ds !" exclaimed Reginald, 

" a fine ftory truly ;— and pray what 
right have you to make a road through 
my grounds ?" 

'' The very beft right in the world," 
faid Dick ; *' there is a road which has 
been wrongfully flopped up by you, and 
I mean to reftore it." 

*^ Wrongfully flopped up !" cried 

Reginald, " why it was agreed upon at 

E 3 a vcflry 
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a vcftry meeting ; and your great-grand- 
father was the fiift to put his hand to 
it/' 

*' Stuff and nonfenfe !" rejoined Dick, 
'' my great-grar.diather was a great 
finipleton i he had no power to make 
any fuch agreement. The right to 
roadb, my good friend, is what we now 
cail an imprefcriptable right.*' 

" I don't know the meaning of thoie 
new fangled words," faid Reginald. 

** You are an illiterate blockhead/' 
replied Dick ; *' but me meaning is, 
that every man has a right to do what 
he thinks moft convenient for himfelf, 
without confidering other people; and 
therefore 1 dial! break down your gates 
(without intending to be a bad neigh- 
bour to you), and open the old road ^ 
and if you are ftout enough to hinder 

me. 
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me, you have a full right to do it ; and 
fo good morning to you." 

Poor Reginald, in this perplexity, 
applied to neighbour Blunt for his ad- 
vice and affiftance^ who was equally 
courted by both parties. Dick fent his 
fervant alfo, but the fellow taking his 
handkerchief out of his pocket to blow 
his nofe^ unluckily dropped one of his 
mafler's hand-bills, entitled " An eafy 
Way to get rid of troublefomc Wives,'* 
which Mrs. Blunt efpying, ordered the 
man to go about his bufinefs, and not 
come to make mifchief in their family. 
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SECT. V. 



DIGRESSION II. 



Ofthi V/e and Antiquity of fccht-handhtr chiefs. 

Although I have too much ho- 
nour to alter a Angle fentence in this 
very curious and authientic harration^ I 
have alfo too high an opinion of the 
fagacity of my matters, the Critics, to 
fuppofe an expreflion. 

Minus aptQS acutis 
Naribus horum hominam, 

will be fuffered to efcape anlmadver* 
fion. 

Either 
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Either the whole hiftory muft be a 
forgery, or the circumftance of the 
handkerchief an interpolation, or the 
tranflator has in this inftance iriiftaken 
the fenfe of his author. 

Being convinced that the duft and 
cobwebs about the box formed a ftrong 
external proof of validity, and leaving 
my reader to judge of the internal evi- 
dence of authenticity, from his own 
critical acumeli, I was confcious that 
any fufpicion of forgery was grouiidlefs : 
nor was the fecondopinion of ^n inter- 
poialion tft6re^e?nible j the uniform co- 
lour of the idk,(hape of the letters, and 
compli^3^ton k)f'-'--the paper; diftounte- 
nancitt^ fucli ii notion. : > 
' tJiifortuiifetely^' the onif / fatisfaftory 
way of removing the difficulty, by re- 
viCng this part of the tranflation and 
• • '•' EC afcertainins^ 
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afcertaining the precife meaning of the 
original, was rendered imprafticablc by 
the abfence of the Baron Schwartz- 
f..hwotzdholm, who having requefted 
me to intruft him with this curious ma- 
nufcript, for the infpeaion of the literati 
of his own country, had aflually de-* 
parted into Germany for that purpofe. 
As it is not poflible therefore, at pre- 
fect, to get over the anachroqjfra any 
Oi^ber way than by conjeftural enntenda- 
tion, I fliall endeavour, at the fequel of 
this digreffion, to ftate from what.fpurce 
I conceive the i?iiftak^ to have arifeq* 
For though I am. convinced tha;t the 
original is fiot fparious^ I .am equally 
])crfuaded that pocket-handkerchiefs, .^s 
now ufed, were not known to honeft 
Friar Simon. 



Having 
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Having therefore made fome deful- 
tory refearches among the ancients, in 
order to afcertain the genuine fenfe of 
the paflage, I cannot withhold from 
my reader the refult of fiiy enquiries 5 
and, as a little inveftigatipn will make 
this matter clear to.Meffieurs the Critics, 
of which honourable fraternity I am 
jnyfelf ambitious, to be- admitt^pd a 
meruber,: I .moft hunjl^Iy craye them to 
accept th(^ foJlowiRgJiffertation, as a 
Pj^pbationary effay, on the ujTe .^ijd antir 
qui^y of pocket-handkerchtefs. 

That pocket-jhapdkerchiefs were not 
in ufe in the tinje of the Trojap war, 
may be fafcly concluded from the filence 
of Hamper ; y^o would not have, failed, 
in th|p coijj:fefpfliis incojiiparable poems, 
to have made fome mention of an ap- 
pendage fo.ufeful> to- a modem foldier. 
E 6 On 
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On the contrary, we find Agenor, in 
the thirteenth Iliad, binding up the 
wounded hand of his friend Helenus, 



.fC^ £»{ 3Ui^ 



2.^t^ci*^ : 



an expreflion whofe import the learned 
are not agreed upon *, fome fuppofing 
it a fcarf, others a fafli, and others a 
fling, thoiigh all concur that it is not a 
handkerchief. Now I need only ap- 
peal to any gentleman who has had the 
honour of being wounded in battle, 
whether a cambric hsiudkerchief be not 
a ligature far more apt and convenient 
tlian a fa(h, a fling, or a garter ; f6 that, 
from the magnanimous AgeYibr having 
recourfe to fomething of thelattef kihfli 



Vide Mr. Pope's note on the pal&ge. 

we 
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we. may reft affured that he had not in . 
his pofleffion any things of the former. 

Another negative proof we have from 
Hefiod, in his defcriptipn of mournings 

fo ftrikingly imagined by the poet, and 
yet fo feverely * cenfured by thai great 
critic (the juftly acknowledged head of 
our fraternity) Longinus, whofe object 
tions woald have been removed by- the 
applicatiH^ti. of •^a i handkerchief, >^hidh^ 
from his not fuggefting^ fuch a: i4hie4fi 
we may j uftly infer to have- ht^ivt^ii^ 
known even in his days. ' "'^^ 

• The followfing paffegeiof XertopKon 
too>: I thinky flie ws . deraoOTftiraiti veiy / that 

:• . r. the 
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the ancients were not acquainted with 
this luxurious furniture of the pocket, 
* Aia'X,gov [Atv ]/Jtp eTi xai wv s(rJ$ TlefTaif hx$ 
ro avoTrvsiVi x»i ro MfrofAurnT^aiy for he 
would naturally have remarked that the 
Greeks, not having the fame powers of 
evaporating the fuperfluous rheum, were 
reduced to the neceflity of ufing the 
poeket-'handkerchief, . which circum- 
ftance being' paffed over in filencej we 
may fairly conclude, according to. that 
found, adage of the law, de non apparen- 
fihs/dc ^ mn. exijltntihus eadm fji roHoj 
Jfeat tbis njodprii piece of nefihement 
s^as^ uuknovirrt in the time of Xjcbq- 
phon. . ,:,■■ ; ^ '■■■..: ; : 

: The Libyans, who appear to. i have 
been of an exceedingly, w^eryltem- 

• C^ropoedia, lib, i. 

perament. 
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perament*i cauterifed the heads of 
their children, to prevent that pituitous 
defluxion which might otherwife have 
been fo diftreffing to them ; and I fliould 
have fuppofed the Perfians had adopted 
fome fimilar expedient, had not Xeno- 
phon expreffly declared that the aque-* 
ous humours were diffipated folely by 
exercife; but this, though it proves 
that no medical art wa3 ufed, could not 
be the cafe, as we may obferve that 
exercife has the effe6t with moil men to 
fet the watery particles afloat, and pro-^ 
duce.a determination of moiftare*to the 
furface of the fkin, and. the difFerenU 

Herod, lib. 4, 

emundlories 
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emuii£iories of the body j and indeed 
Xenbphon himfelf informs us, towards 
the conclufion of his work *, that this 
aridity of the Perfians remained unim- 
paired, though their habits of exercife 
w^r^e difcohtinued. A corroborative 
proof off what was afferted in the third 
fedliOri of ;this work, that the Periians 
were a rjace Jut generis^ We may fur- 
thex remark too,. that this aduft com- 
plete ion bC the Periians, which made 
them fo uneqaala faatch for the Greeks, 
accounts f^ thafcexceffiye brittlenefs of 
their fkuHi^V noticed, in the foremen- 
tionedifeStidn./ : : / ; * . r 

Thus we may obferve that philofo- 
phical difquifitions of this hatijre, 

hctfimi, TO ^e wcr;n' vlUyts tmrinhvireix, • » • 

Cyropocdia, lib. 8. 
though 
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though direfted to different ends, mu- 
tually fupport each other, and afford 
extraneous evidence to the juftnefs of 
the principles on which they proceed ; 
and this connexion I hold to be almoft 
effential to found reafoning, and the 
eftablifliment of a rational hypothefis. 



alterius fie 



Altera pofcit opem res^ et conjurat amice. 

Nor were the Romans more fortunate 
in this refpeft than the Greeks, for 
they we^e occafionally compelled to de- 
grade * the lacinia of their gowns, to 
the fame ufe that I have feen a fnivel- 
Jing fchool-boy apply the fleeve of his 
coat. And indeed, being unacquainted 

* Lacramantem lacinia tenet lacrumans. 

Plauc. Afinaria. 
with 
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with the modern comforts of liften, ic 
is not to be wondered at if they fell 
fliort of us in the refinements confe- 
quent on the application of it to fo 
many ufeful purpofes. 

Upon the whole, after a very careful 
examination of various authors on the 
fubjefl:, I muft, with reiterated con- 
viftion, pronounce the ancients to have 
lived without pocket-handkerchiefs^ 
properly fg called. 

Now I am aware that many of my 
readers will be ftartled at this affertion, 
and will a(k in what manner thofe of 
the ancients, who were of a more dilute 
temperament than the Perfians, rid 
themfelves of the fuperfluous moifture 
of the brain ? To which I anfwer, that 
I apprehend this was eflfe£ted, as 1 have 
feen among the lower ranks, in modern 

times 
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times (who have ever been remarked to 
be more tenacious of old cuftoms than 
their betters), by embracing the carti- 
laginous elongation of the os naji be- 
tween the forefinger and thumb of the 
right-hand, the neck being at the fame 
time ftretched out, and the head placed 
in an oblique pofition, when, upon a 
pretty fmart expulfun of air from the 
lungSi the pituitous matter is forced 
through the nafal apertures, to the in- 
finite relief of the patient from every 
titillating fenfation. 

Yet that the ancients fuffered fome 
inconvenience from the want of pocket- 
handkerchiefs, and that of a very ferious 
nature, when the dcfluxion of rheum 
was confiderable, appears from Horace, 
who, after enumerating the great ad- 
vantages enjoyed by the wife man, 

whom 
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whom he elevates above the rank of 
Princes (in this refpeft refembling the 
wife man of our times), declares him to 
have been perfeftly happy on all OG-f 
cafions, 

Nifi cum pituita molefta eik, 

experiencing, in this inftance, veYf 
fevere affliftion from the watit of a 
pocket-handkerchief; which, like the 
want of a good confcience, was able 
to embitter all his pleafures, and throw 
a cloud over the otherwife uninterrupt- 
ed funfliine of hi« life. 

Having thus, I hope, fufficiently 
fliewn that the ancients were unac- 
quainted with the ufe of pocket-hand- 
kerchiefs, it will naturally follow that 
they are of later invention ; and here I 

confefs 
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•oonfefs it would have given me great 
pleafure, could I have afcertained the 
precife era of their firft introduftion into 
ufe ; but in this enquiry, neither Pan* 
cirolus, nor that accurate .antiquary, 
Profeffor Beckman, afford us the leaft 
glimmering of light. Being therefore 
myfelf but little initiated in the myf- 
teries of the black letter, I fhall, with 
regret, be compelled to iubftitute con- 
jeftures (I hope not altogether un- 
worthy the notice of the learned critic), 
in the place of. more pofitive evidence, 
in the inveftigation of this very import*- 
Antqueftion. 

And here, by noticing the primitive, 
^e of the handkerchief, and afcertain- 
ing the derivation of the name, we may 
probably approach pretty near to tl>e 
truth. Kerchief, the original word was 

evidently 
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evidently derived from the French 
£ouvre chef, and is accordingly fometimes 
written by Chaucer ♦ covrecheif, and, as 
its name imports, was merely a head- 
drefs. But, to put this point out of all 
doubt, I fhall beg leave to quote a paf* 
fage from this father of Rnglifli poetry, 
which, independent of its relation to 
the prefent enquiry, has fomuch poeti- 
cal merit, fo much beauty of imagery, 
that it would ornament any page, how- 
ever irrelative it might be to the fubjefl : 
it is in '* The Man of Lawe's Tale," 
where, fpeaking of the miferable con. 
dition of the fair Lady Conftance, about 
to be expofed with her infant to the 
mercy of the tempeftuous ocean, he 
introduces this beautiful ftanza : . 

• Prologu(5 to Cant. Talcs, 1. 45. 
'2 « Her 
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** Her liiil child lay weping in her armc, 
<* And knelbg pitoufly to him (he faide« 

•* Pccc, litil fonne^ I woll do the no harme : 
'* With that the kerchefe off her hcde (he braidc, 
** And ore his litil eyin ihe it laidc, 
*< And in her arme (he luUith it full fa(l> 
** And onto beven her eyin up (hi cafl/' 

Now the taking off the kerchief from 
her head, plainly fhews the place to 
which it properly belonged was not the 
pocket. 

To afcertain the exa£i: lize, fhape, 
and fituatiori of the ancient kerchefe, I ac- 
knowledge to be a talk far exceeding my 
flender abilities ; nor have any of the 
ladies of my acquaintance been able to 
render me the afliftance 1 expefted in this 
point ; for fo far from having leifure or 
inclination to examine into the niceties of 
the ancient head-drefs,they declare their 

whole 
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wTiole time to be taken up in adjufting- 
thofe of the prefent day to the inexpli- 
cable viciffitudes of fafliion. 

The kerchefe then, of which Chaucer 
fpeaks, I apprehend to have been fluc-^ 
tuating, both in ^lin^enfions-and poiition^ 
though fo far bounded in the latter re— 
fpeft as to keep its ftation on the head* 
I ihould therefore fuppofe it to anfwer 
pretty nearly to the x^fiStfUK^ of the an- 
cients^ which, like the kerchefe of more 
modern times, was rather an occafional^ 
than permanent part of the drefs, as we 
learn from * Coluthus. ,, But as the 
ladies of Greece and Troy had'feveral 
diftind ornaments of the he^d, all very 
accurately defined by Mr. Pope, in hisr ' 

^ Ai v7<(M»iM9 K^ifS*iA9» teat 4tfa vmynei x^f^ 

note 
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^anote on: tlie fix hundredth line of tber 
dwenty-fecond Iliad -, I leave it to the 
^ood fenfe of the reader to determine 
^hich of thefe, by a flight tranfition, 
t^ecamc the kerchefe of Chaucer. 

We may, however, with certainty 

-^iffirm, that in procefs of time the ker- 

-fhief deCcended from its lofty ftation on 

the acropolis (to ufe the language of 

Plato), to the ifthmus, where, unwilling 

to lofe any part of its former denomi- 

fiation, it became the neckerchief j and 

• Shortly after, from its various ufes, and 

being always at hand, the handkerchief* 

A very ingenious friend ha3 conjee* 

tured that pocket-handkerchiefs, as firfl: 

applied to the purpofe fpecified at the 

end of the laft Se6iion, were not ad* 

mitted into generalufe till the intro* 

4u^ioa of (huff, an event fubfequeht 



to the importation of tobacco, and con* 
'fequently pofterior to the difcovery of 
America. I beg leave to exprefs ray 
perfeft acquiefcencc in this opinion^ 
and to obferve that the word handker- 
clilef, in the prefent acceptation, wis 
only naturalized in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, Shdkfpeare ufing the okl 
appellation * napkin indifferently for it ; 
■^ term expreffive^f the hsktin/udarmm, 
which was intended chiefly for the ab- 
fterfion of moift particles from the fkiii>. 
and not particularly applied to the nofe: 
It was alfo a part of the -furniture of the 
liead, and not of the pocket, in this 
.refpeft anfwering to the covrecheif of 
Chaucer. 

* I am glad I have found this napkin % 
. This wiis her firft remembranoe from the Moor. 

Othello. 
Having 



( S9 ) 

Baying thus-, as! hope> AifEciently 
j)rov€d .that pocket'bandkerchiefs, as 
jiow ufed, were unknown in the time 
of my author, it remains to ex* 
jplain the genuine fenfe of the paffage, 
confiftently with the fuppofed words of 
.the original. With great deferericje 
then, X fubmit to the learned critic the 
following conjcftural paraphraftic tranf- 
lation^j as conveying the .true meaning 
-of this difficult paffage: . . 

" Mr. Swagger's fiprvant feeing Mrs. 

-Bluntj immediately -took off Jiis covrecbeif^ 

mid clapputg it und^r^his..nofe^xUttluckUy \pr 

, mtfclikyoujly] dropped o^ -pf Us inajlers 

. hand bills [for the iffe ofAbefamilj^^ f/r- 

To this interpretation perhaps it %ny 

be objefted, that it was unnatural for 

• • -, PS the 
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fthe nMKi to«ptoce bis tonijet under his 
viiofe; but thi?, though £ may allow it 
;to be iii^qiceful^ I can >by .no means 
admit tp be uniiataraU and I appeal to 
;any gentleman who has hiad much in- 
rtercourfe, with, the wppoliflied domefliqs 
of a country farmer, .whether he has 
t^ot remarked the hat j^( thefe gentry 
immediately, when taken from the 
crown of thehead^^to berftatioriejd under 
.the nofeT uppn rwhat principle this is 
^one, vijb^tlijer to fmell the fragrance pf 
'.the hay band J. which frequently furrojinds 
;it, or to fpften the mod^ijatipn of the 
voice {(for Jtcomn^pnly ijetains its pofi- 
jtion while the man is fpeaking) I knpw 
rjiot J .it is fufficient for, me tp afcertaui 

^bcthcff 
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there might not in tHis in^ 

however, Be a peculiar pro- 

"• reprefenting the fellow as 

nis hat before his face, to con-- 

•!ieer, which might otherwife 

[rayed his malignity, I leave to 

^acious reader to determine. 

is then it appears that Mrs. 

s indignation was juftly excited 

perfidy of a man, who, under 

jtence of paying her the compli^ 

f vailing his bonnet, was in fa£t 

I ting the gteateft injury againft 

at can be imagined. 

^r this long difquifition^ the 

ous reader will^ I truft, give me 

for not fuppreffing the paiTage 

ive rife to it, which, though it 

certainly make againft the au« 

aty of the hiftory, were it any 

^- F3 other 




other Aan an error of tire Tranffafor, 
as thus explained, affords additidtiaF 
credibility, by difplaying at the fame' 
time the candour stnd caution of tl^ 
Editor, ' . 
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«ECT. VI. 

. JTHB BISTO&r COJITIXVBD. 

JL he abrupt difmiffion of- SwaggerV 
footman^, as: our Hiftorian obferves, was 
produSive of alt the commotions which- 
terminated in the 6nal defhru£lion of the 
village* 

•^-Whatr exclaimed Dick, "would 
not Matter Blunt hear a fingle argu- 
ment in favour of opening the road ?'* 
** Not a fyllable," fays the man ; " And 
moreover he defires to be teafed no 
more with any fuch filly propofal. I 
began to explain the nature of impre- 
y 4 fcriptabk 
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fcriptable rights, but he did Bo*^ w 
would not underftand me*" 

Mr. Swagger had pev?^ been remark- 
able for meeknefa of temper, and the 
Jate occurrences in his^ family had hot 
tended to ftveeten- his dtQKrfkioh^ He 
inftantly therefore vented his fpleen in 
wild and incoherent threats againiL 
3Iunt3 RuefuT, Shifty, and cverjr mart 
who (Iiould dare to ofifexid'?rnn> (mding 
hbwever but lit tfe relief in empty me- 
naces, he took a more eflfe€lutri way to 
did'l^srge the redundance of his cholef/ 
6y kicking and cuffing his A>tnefficSr 
without diftlnftion of age or fex in- a- 
mofl: furious manner. 

Having received golden promifes^' 

afte? Mrs. Swagger's death, nothings 

could equal their furptife at this unloofc- 

cd for treatment^ but it was too late to^ 

"* ' ■' ' i:*)mplaln3 
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complain, and the wifer fort quitted the 
premifes without further admonitii^, 
while many of them never recovered 
from the efFefts of their bruifes, an4 
Were heard of no more. 

A few days after Dick had thus puri* 
fifed his houfehold, he aflembkd his re- 
maining domeftics, " My Lads," fays 
fie, *^ I met Solomon Stately yeftefday, 
wc were not niore than three hundred 
yards from each other, he not only did 
riot fpeak to me, but feemed to turii 
his head another way, I have therefor|i 
ibnf my Potman to upbraid, him with 
fils rudenefs, and tell him to expcft no 
"further favours from me. You may 
therefore break his hedges, milk his 
co\vs, ftea! his poultry, and do what 
you will with his perfon." 

*i Sir," faid one of his Hincis, taking 
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no notice of t)ick*s harangue, ^^ I have: 
ever hated all married, men, and theTf 
wives, and yet here is a fellow who'has 
brought his daughter amongft us, and 
flie lords it pv.er us, worfc , than your 
honour's lajdy ever did.'* , 

" You are not,** replied DFcV, 
" To call n\t HoHoury you are to call 
me T^ownfmanj or ^arijhioner i as to thfs 

^tflck I (hall eDquTr^ "into it : go about 
your buunefs.'* * 

But his if(?w»rV retainers were xxol 
fo eafily to hk difmilTed, th^y infiffed 
upon it that he wanted to take anotha: 
wife, ^nd began to be veVy clamorous 
and abufive. As thefe fquabblesof 

^ envy and jealoufy were not unfrequent, 
it was Dick*3 cuftom to take no part in 
fucli debater, but to fteal 'aw^.yj. and let 

^cm i!cUle'the ^tfi^ir'to th'eTr oVn fatis- 

fa&ion 



/ 



faction in his abfence: be failed not 
however, in the end, to reward the vic- 
torious . pzxty^ be it wbich it might, 
fome;tnpes wkh, a fliake by .the handj 
and finnetimes with a good dinner. 
: Dick ^1 rtbjs fl^hijfe : lived in an old- 
iMtni^ ibut as; 'fee determined to have a 
•Yetyiuitfptuou^lioufe, he invited all the 
archi(e&9* 'iot'tl^ klngdonv to fend him 
.plans.- Gfifi.Mf.a!^ he flood at his barn 
■do0r,.:heffe.^i.^;parcel of patched and 
ragged /ellows coming tpwards him, 
.and playing^ tbplr antics to amufe him. 
^D5ck».:who happened to be in no veiy 
.'^odHumo.ur.at.the;ititT^e, told them to 
•••go aBout :thieir t^ufinefsj or he. wpuld 
horfewhip them. 

/. "Tbat,r replied, ooe pf ihe iwrry 
.■ groiip^/.^)w^ouId be wfmg us worfe th?in 
'^^ohi Blunt did, wh^ though he WQi^^d 
-^ii F 6 neither 



neither give us to eat 6r drink, faf^redE 
us to depart in a whole ftia/' . 

'' What!" fiid Diet baflily, «* Did 
John BJunt turn y<Juli Way from hi* 
door? Wekromey tiiy good frieb^ 
whoerer ye are : w^at ban ^ye do? yc 
•fliall not want foSr ■ ei»pl6ymeitt here, 
and be well paid for it too*** «* Pai^ 
riftioneri" replied the ipokefmaov "• wc 
are archite£b, an4 willjftl^d^ yoti ifi 
the art of building fuch a holife asfliaU 
laft for ever." . . 

** Give me yotu* hand, my good 
friend/' interrupted Diet, ** and that 
pretty cap, (for the feUow had a cejd 
flannel night-cap oi))» it pleafes me 
mightily." 

^ You fliall havfe^it,'* quoth the arch 
wag, ** and the coat toOi !(whie^ was 
•iAotley>) they wiU fuit you to attttle,"^ 

Uick 



Dick firutted about, highty ddlghte^ 
with his new dl-efs, and declared itwzi 
<aJeulated only for arfingle man. Vut 
the cap being rather too fcsalU and 
Dick's locks yery buihy, and fome one 
obferving that he wore his hair like 
John Blunt*s» Dick fet^t in* a hurry for 
the pari(k barber: *^ Pariftiioner bar^ 
ber, • faid he, when he came, <^ take 
ioff thb approhrium of my head ; for m- 
mi n to Be bald it is fufficient that \i^ 
wlls lir 

• As Dick affociated chiefly with hit 
leryants, who were perpetually fquab** 
blmg, he fometirnes had the marks of 
.their quarrels infiiSed on his own per- 
Ion, for not being always able to give 
them the flip on thefe occafions, he was 
xonftrained at times> to take part with 
•oe £die or other, and though it was in- 

difierent 



<irfferenr to him which, it foirietimes 
Imppened that he joinedliim£elf to the 
weaker, and not unfnequentiy appca*«d 
with a black eye, or bloody nbfe, as the 
reward of bis in'difcretion. About this 
time both eyes were fwelled up in con* 
fequence of Tome family quarrels ; this 
therefore being, as he wiielytremarkedi 
the beft. time for contemplation;:. he -de- 
termined to decide xrgon the plab of his 
new hbufe. A 'greatt variety liad been 
prefented to him in confequenbe of his 
general' invitation J but Dick was. par- 
ticularly ftruck withon^, which heiixefl 
upon in a moment. AcCordiftg t-0 thtS, 
•hishdufe was- to be a perfect rptahdiJ, 
the rooms being equal and fanged round 
the fides, with the ftaircafe in the centre. 
As every apartment Would be equally 
good, Dick, X)ibferved there would be no 

quarrelling 
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^quarrelling among his domeftlcs for ac* 
commodations :' his iDUifdiltg was loft ief 
than the former, being two ftories highi 
hut It had rio better' foundation : eacH 
room had a door Into the centre, wherd 
was the cffcular ffairdrafe, which con- 
duced to the raftgc of apartments oii 
the fecbrid floor, where each parlour had 
its correfpondent bedchamber* over it. 
"iTius there was '"no opportunity for dif- 
piitH^^'and ' qiiarf ^s, ' tihTefs^'tftofe'goin^ 
up flairs cTiole'tb j"uftJe thofef "coriiiAg 
down. . , ','... . . 

i>ick had foni<5tim^ hefjfi qiiiirrelled 
)pvith' Matter Peter, ftil JD^l-fon oP ih6' 
pariiih,**^n'(l *tt)ok' that occaficftl to'dii. 
prive Kim of h?s 'Glcl:/6,-^hich he ap- 
propriated to 'his 'own ufe. He no^ 
*perfu*dfed his* tfen^ntsi to^'l^jr that^ they 
would gladly be citufed'-frorii the pi<y- 

ment 
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|to6hf of tithes; accordingly^- they de^ 
£red Dick to declare their land titheV 
free, which he very willingly did, and*^ 
t^en raifed^ their* itnts in proportion to 
the abatement of their tithes : for Diclt 
$pok care thaV^ll his pra^iks ihould tend 
to' his own adva^tJigc. , 

It was at this periods that> Dick wai* 
luppofed to have formed a gonttexion' 
wHK a favourite hoij^fekeepj^fy who had' 
a^equired WA unbojanded afc^ndencygover 
Wotherwife uncontroukbl^ humours^ 
Having ttttned off moft of his domefticsi 
find fupplicd theiif places with her QWnv 
^reatnresy (he differed no pne elfe to* 
jtpproach him ; and peo^e went ib far 
2bs to fay that Ihe even cxpefted to be- 
come Mr. Swagger's wife. However 
this might fae^ J(he had. him in perfe<5f 
ikbjeflioni aficl ofteAtinaes ti:eated him 

with 



>ith a har(hnefs and {cverity, whic& 
;»ftonhbed every body. It appeared^ 
1k)w low he was now Ainkr and hov^ 
4egraded by tbiabafe woman^^froma cir^r 
tuoifiance which hi^pened aboHt thi% 
time. 

Dicky who was always veiy hnfy ist 
^her people^'s affairs^ a)u(l needs attend 
ia pariOi meeting which was hjeld ^t a| 
liouTe of public entertqiQinent. Th^r 
moment be entered, he began a very? 
eloquent fpeech upon his. own good: 
equalities, and the defe£ts of his neigh^i 
l)ours > ** Pariftiiouers^" faid he, ^^ yoit 
ju>w fee a man before you,, the* wifeftr 
heOi tempered, moft valiant,^ and in fiae 
modiaccomplifhed, of any perfon in the 
univerfe. Such a one, you are fure^ 
cannot efcape envy, accordingly! any 
traduced as being, a bad a,eighl^our> I^ 

wha 
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wRt^ never quiff el with any ihiarfi ^fio^ 
Soes not ' fiirft ufe. me ill* ' Thus John? 
Blunt, Reginald Rueful, Samuel Shifty^ 
Francis Fearful, Solomon Stately, arid 
dl the over-grown formers in the 
parifli, have already felt the weight of 
my difpleafiire, and^ dare not venture to 
appear where I am, while on the con-^ 
trary, all the poor harmlefs cottagersy 
with honeft Mark de Gofmanthorpe ab 
their head, acknowledge me not only 
as a q«iet neighbour, but as a very 
fingular benefa£tor. I refpeft the. in- 
tegrity of thefe men>. and I will make 
every one elfe refpeft it. I have been: 
calumniated, Pariftiioners, I have been 
calumniated," continued Dick with ex- 
travagant gefticulations, " even by my 
own domeilics, who have ripbrted that 
I am. again going to marry'; but let me 

declare 
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declarir ta you, that I will neither have 
wife rior miftrefs, no, nor even •friend' 
and coinpariion. The great and glori-' 
ous^ aftions 1 perform are not the fug-*'' 
geilioris of any one, they are the oflTspring^ 
of my own tinbotinded mind, the tefulr 
of my own valt conceptions. Let that 
man approach, who (hall dare to dil^ 
approve of my condu6l in th6 flighteft 
degree"— . ^ ' 

Jufl: as Dick uttered this fentence la 
a loud and pompous tone, in came Johnr 
Blunt, accompanied by Reginald Rue- 
ful, and fome others.* John rarely at* 
tended on thefe occafions, but hearing 
a prodigious clamour, and not know- 
ing whence it arofe, he entered to pre- 
serve the peace. His prefence was a 
thunderboh to Dick, who faltered an J 
ftaiimeted,* and at length proceeded la 
' - a much 
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a^much fofter voice y •* I iiavct Befell ac- 
t:yfed' of defrauding parfon;'Pfeter of hi*: 
tithes, hut I am not the firft that has 
4one thi^> I have only imitated the ex^* 
ainpleof fom&of my neighbours^- * (looknr 
ipg full at JohnBlu^t^ andpaufing.) 

'** Gentlemen," faid Jpbp, "ifyou' 
have met to confider the eafe of 
goor Mr. Peter, I ihall be glad to do* 
any thing in my power to redrefs his 
injiij-ies.y.far though 1 have had no in-; 
tercourfe with him for fome years in:; 
confequenee of an old difference, yet be- 
lt remembered that 1 never touched his- 
glebe, nor did I pocket his tithes, but 
gave them to Matter Martin my prefenC 
chaplain;" . 

. Dick, here took the advantage of B( 
fi-ght paufejr *M have been accufed of 
getting rid pf my wi(o*' Ikid he, " but 

ther« 



tihere4ffe other people in this rbom^ WlMi 
have fet me .the examples there are 
^lOther people, who hav^ turned what 
jfliey acknowledge to be the beft of 
^i-wives, out of doow, ^avhile I who ha\*e 
been henpedked everiince I was mar- 
ried, am not permitted to do what my 
•aieighbours have done before me." 

'*• It is remarkable/' faid John Blunt 
*to Mr. Rueful, "it is remarkable^ 
sfriend Reginald, how ftupid feme peo- 
^pleare; if I in a drunken frolic turn 
my wife out of the home, every man is 
:Teady to follow my example, and juftify 
"his conda6]t by niy praftice : hut he for- 
•gets tlmt if hejmitate me in my follies, 
ihe (hould alfo imitate me in my re- 
: pentanqe. You know, my friend, that 
;I (hut myfelf up, and eat no dinner, 
^^ once a year on that account. As for 

your 



gfifiur parting with your wife, it -appeared 

4he had another hufbajnd living,- and 

4^fter ;you feparated froih her, you 

iiparried again, and became a" domeftic 

;Xnan and a good neighbour, as all Ihe 

.parifli can witnefs, and jiow . forfootb, ' 

.you are to have your gates brdcen, and 

hedges deftroyed, by trefpaflers, upoa 

..the mad plea of an old road, which 

has however been Hopped up ever 

fmce we can remember." 

" Virtue," 'exclaimed Dick, turning 
to his own cirtjle, "jlluftrious. virtue, 
parifliioners, is always calumniated and 
liated by bad men ; it is impoffible in 
their eyes to do a favour jto one perfon 
. without injuring another; if I give a 
.cruft of bread to a hungry beggac,ithcy 
.would fay I cjid wrong riot toigivftit to 
, ibmt one elfe^ if; I- gaia a p^Skge 

through 
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trough fome paltry wafte grounds, for 
.:a neighbour, a clamour is raifed againfl: 
me by wicked men, as if I had done*a 
nbad inftead of a good a6Uon. Now I 
jQever turned my back upon my fon, I 
x>ever quarrelled with a child of mine, 
nor wanted to.defraud him of his money : 
but away with infinuations, I am an- 
fwerable to no man for my conduft, I am 
niyownmafter, whatever I choofe to do, I 
<do it without controul* and my own 
fconfcience approves my deeds. I am 
free as the air, and wifli every one elfe 
,were the fame." 

** Come,'* .fays John Blunt, ** we 
«have heard enough Mafter Reginald, 
tiet us be going-, or JMrs. JBlunt's fupper 
ivill be fpoiled.** 

. ^* I have no wife to hurry me home, 
»£cff ffiar fupper (hpuld be ipoiled," con- 
■ ., : tinued 
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Imued Dick, leering al John Blunt, «1 
idread no curtain le£ture for difobeyinj 
Madam's commands; if I choofe it, I will 
tfup here ; and now I think on it, I wHI 
*have fome chickens provided, and thefc 
lioneft parifhioners (ball (lay and partake 
with me ; and now let me fee the per- 
fon who fhall dare to controvert my 
orders.^* 

** That dare I,** faid a ftrapping fe- 
male figure, who entered the room at 
this moment, ** come home you drunken 
fot, and don^t expofe your folly to the 
whole parifhj you fup here with yonr 
chickens and fine things, truly 1 come 
Jiome to your own houfe, and goverq 
your own domeftics, for they are almofi 
above my hands." 

With that fhe gave Dick two or 
three good tbumps^npon ^e back, who 

fneaked 
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iaeaked along, faying, " My dear, I will 
go with you direftly, but you know I 
hav'e already invefted you with all my 
authority." After the departure of 
Sw^a^ger and his Trull, the company 
could not help exprefling their aftonifli- 
^^nt at his coqdudh *' It is pity," faid 
J^hn Blunt, "that poor creature fliould 
"^xpofe himfelf fo, he is certainly 
"rxjad." 

*^ He was too uvich. indulged by his 
Parents,*' replied Reginald ; " a proper 
^^Sree of wholefome correQion would 
*^9.ve prevented all thefe follies.'* 

*^ I fcarcely think that," rejoined John 
"^ ^Unt, " I have always been indulged 
^yfelf, by all around me, and I truft f 
^^ not the worfe for it." 

^* That may be," replied his friend, 

** byt all difpofitions are not like yours: 

G what 



what elfe but the want o( the rod, can 
fiave made Dick Swagger fo ungovera- 
aWe r 

" The Tod genially doe« move harm 
jthan goodr ohferved Blunt, ^' he is Jiost 
oingovjernable, he crouches iufficiently 
to the tyranny of Jthat woman, he has 
^ot into fine hands aow truly T 

" He will not long continue fo t 
ihinkr fays Reginald, ^' he will cer- 
iiiniy do the woman a mifchief fhortly.^ 

*' It is no matter jf he does,** added 
John, '* Ifliall haiFcibme hopes of him, 
Sf he gets out of her clutches: but let 
us go to my houCb, neighbour, to fiip- 
per.** 

Reginald, it mud be obferved, bad 
been pretty feverely treated, when a 
lad, for hk obftinacy and ftupidity by 
ascertain Pedagogue, whoafter all could 

iiev^er 



inever mal^e a fcholar of Tiim ; while 
'lionefl: Jehn was always eafier induced 
*to fay his leffon, by kind words, and 
gingerbread, than by the rod. Each 
therefore had formed iiis own peculiar 
•opinion on the fubje<9:, from the method 
which -had been purfucd io his own 
>educatlon, and Reginald^ who had ia 
•vain fmarted under the lafli, foolilhly 
Twilhed to apply the fame rough difci* 
j)Iine te other naughty bojs. 
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SECT. VII. 

DIGRESSION llZf 

On the natun mid effeBs of Fhggm^^ 

X HE courteous reader will naturally 
expeft fome notice to be taken of honeft 
Simon's obfervation refpefting the ap» 
plication of the rod, particularly as the 
queftion of utility begins now to be a 
good deal difcuffed. I fliall not, there- 
fore, readily be excufed, if I do not en- 
deavour to elucidate this point : and as 
the reader is by this time pretty well 
acquainted with me, he doubtlcfs 
wiflies to know the fentimeats of one^ 
4 whonv 
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iFvhom he perceives to have turned his 
fpeculations to fuch important fubjefts. 
And here I muft again regret that 
fury of innovation, fo predominant in 
the prefent age, when every choice wit 
fe fo foifward with his fchemes of im- 
provement, that I not only fear the ut- 
ter annihilation of the ro(i, but am ap- 
prehenlive that the very twigs of whichr 
it is compofed, will in a century or two, 
be to little known, except to the pi»o« 
fottftd fchbitor, wh6 fliall have perufed* 
f hefe oilr lucubrations, as the materials 
of which the ancient ferula was formed 
«^, to thofe who have not feen the ac- 
count which Pliny * has left us of that 
venerable inftrument of caftigation, 

• In the 13th book of his Natural Hiftory he 
thas defcribe^ it ; Folus fceniculoy irani caule, n^ 
tura eadeiD, quas anetho, et frudlu fimilis. 

G 3 The 
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The pofition of Friar Simony. I ean- 
fider as by no means jordiodox^ and jkxxk 
apprehenfive, that for fome of tljrefe 
heretical opioiions he incursad the cen'^ 
fare of his prior. 

I (hall therefore examine this qpiefik>n; 
with the fame coolnefsj candour^ tin- 
partiality^ and method^ as I have ulr 
ready done fome others. 

And in the firft place I apprehotd^ 
that they who difallow the yfe of the 
rod, obje£l to it upon one of thefe twa 
grounds^ either the fmart occafioned^ or 
the diigrace incurred^ by the ioflifliot). 
Now the pain^ as I have learned froni^ 
the teftimony of very many competent 
judges, after the operation has hieea 
performed a reafonable number of times^ 
is very inconfiderable, as alfo after the 
firft or fecond exhibition^ no inconve- 
nience 



ffience whatever is felt from the dil- 
grace.' 

Moreover the habit which is acquired 
©f enduring pain with firmnefs, is too 
valuable to be difregarded. The Spar- 
tan boys attained fuch excellence in thit 
jpefpefkt that * Plutarch (as a confirma*- 
laon of the welJ known ftory of the fox) 
iDformfr us he has hiinfelf beheld feveral 
of them expk'e under the lalh without 
.a murmur. ^ 

Though ia this, they might poffibly 
excel us (and I fpeak doubtingly), yet 
they certainly did not poffefs that for- 
titude in fuftaining ignominy which we 
do/ For after the battle of Leuftra, 

* XAi ruTo fMv ah a«ra rtn \vt t^viQuv avicrv i^riry tfv 
vc^XtK tin Ttf fiuiw^nq OfdiOK i»fcuutfA4» a^oOmrxoFTOf 

flat. Lycufg. 
G 4 not 
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not only thofe who furvived but their 
relations were fo mortified at th^ir de* 
feat, that they had not courage enough 
remaining to (how their faces, butikulk- 
cd about in holes and corners, to avoid 
the reproaches of the people : a foolrfh 
kind of timidity effedliially removed at 
our public fchools/ 

Squeamifh Itomachs are apt to take 
offence at the part to which the rod id 
applied, but without any juft reafon.> 
for the rendering of that part oatlldui^ is 
(as I have heard) of eiccellent ufe in 
forming a good horfeman: an accom* 
pliftiment not to be lightly rcgardctfl in 
thefe days of chivalry* 

Another very good effeft too, is tjiat 
he who has fo often expofcd his pofte- 
riors to the view of a whole fchool, will 
not be afliamed of exhibiting his face 

in 
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In the pillory (once in a way) to the 
whole world; and in thefe ticklifh times, 
jfen.tlemen of the niceft honour, and 
fineft feelings, have fometimes occafion 
to take their ftation on that ftage. 

Having adduced the chief arguments 
in favour of this mode of caftigation, it 
will be propeY to confider who are the 
advocates for it, a circumftance gene- 
rally of more weight, than all the 
proofs which reafon, unfupported by 
authority, can pretend to. For, Mallem 
equidem cum P/atone errare quam am 
aliis re£le fenfire^ is yet the principle, 
if not the profeflion of many. 

I would begin with Lycurgus, who 
eftabliftied this difcipline fo firmly, that 
it continued unfliaken till the Spartan 
republic began to decline: the fall of 
which may in a great meafure be at- 
G 5 tributed 



tributed to the relaxation of fo ufeful.aj 
fyftem, interwoven with, and knit intOj 
the very finews of the govcmupient* 

Orbilius and the whole fucceffion of 
Pedagogues contmued this praftice^ and 
if Quintilian * fpeak tQo flightingly of 
it, let it be recolle^ed that he does 
Chryfippus the juftice to mention him 
as a f^vd^er ofthiswholefomefeverity^ 

And to defcend to the moderns/ the 
matters of aUgreat fchook, whofe ex- 
perience of the utility of this inftrun^nt, 
Ihould render their voice decifive, de- 
clare uniformly in favour of the rod. It 
is true, a gentleman of the name of 
Locke has fomewhere in a trcatife of 
education fpoken difrefpeftfully of it, 

* C«di vcro difcentes, quanquam ct receptam 
fit> €t Chiyfippas^Don improbet> minime velim* 

Qutot. lib* \m 
but 
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but he has advanced fo many odd doc- 
trines of different kinds^ now pretty 
much exploded, that we may juftly fet 
him aiide with Quintilianj as the inno- 
vator of his day* 

Biu to render the difcu^ion more 
clear, I will^ ^according. to the good old 
cuilom, divide the fubje£t into its con* 
ilituent parts, and coniider flagellation 
as of two kinds, proiiiitoryQXidcompti/five* 
Prohibitory is inflicted for the commif- 
film of crimes, compuliive for the omi(^ 
fion of duties. Thus when a boy goes 
out of bounds, or robs an orchard or a 
hen rooft, the corre£lton confequent 
upon this is prohibitory ; when he omits 
to write his vcrfes or his theme, it is 
compuliive. I fliould have thought this 
reafoning as clear- and di(lin£l, as that 
of Ariftotle or Plato, but to my utter fur- 
g6 prife 
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prife found it impugned by one of my 
beft friends, who infilled that the 
flogging awarded to a lad for being out 
of bounds, was compulfive, being ap- 
plied to compel him to keep within 
the afligned limits. But to this I can 
no ways affent, but appeal to the world 
in juftification of my ftatement : for the 
offence is not the being abfent from an 
affigfied place, but prefent in a pro* 
hibited place. Thus if you could con- 
ceive the boy to be annihilated for a mo- 
ment, he would, in that cafe, be out 
of bounds, but I humbly prefume, and 
1 hope for the concurrence of my reader 
in this fentiment, that he would not 
juftly incur any puniQiment upon his 
reftoration. 

Or again, to make the matter ftill 
clearer, if we fuppofe his bounded ftation 

to 
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to be divided in to a given number of equal 
fquares, his abfence from any one fingly 
and disjunftively not being an offence, 
I muft with fubmiflion maintain that his 
abfence from all cumulatively and col- 
jedively, cannot alfo be an offence, bf 
virtue of that found axiom in logic, 
Totum identificari cum fartibus omnibus 
ioUeSim Jumjitis. His high crime and 
mifdemeanor therefore in this inftance, 
is his unauthorifed prefence in a pro- 
hibited place, and confequently the 
puniihment infii£led in this cafe is ilridUy 
prohibitory. 

Now, I believe, a great majority of 
writers, and even the incorrigible Mr. 
Locke himfelf, permit the prohibitory 
flagellation; though, as far as they can, 
they difcountenance the compulfive, 
and think it impoffible to flog boys into 

poets. 
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poctsi orators, or ftatefmen j not recol- 
Bs£ting that Horace, Juvenal, Milton, 
and many others, too tedious here to 
enumerate^ exhibit irrefragable proofs 
-of the virtue and efficacy of the rod in 
Arming poets ; nor confidering that the 
pirefent cuftom of thwarting, vrorrying, 
and calumniating (a fort of intelle£tual 
HageHation, far more painful than the 
Ibv^eft corporal dtfcipline^ hitherto 
^ttiitted ihto our public ichools)^ has 
Iharpened* the wit and invigorated the 
genius^of many- a modern orator and 
ilatefman. 

A certain obfcure author talks of the 
fyimiliaihig tind immodefi ufe tjf the^'r^d^ 
but I boldly maintain that not only the 
inftrun^cnt, but the part to which it is 
applied, or to fpeak logically, the^iirf* 
fiance and the JubjeSi^ the beft poffible 

' for 
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for the purpofe intended in the eom« 
puUive fpecies* 

Fot, firft, the inftrument compofed- 
of t^igs^ like the Roman, fef^es^ and of 
tlie . birch-tree^ fipom which ei^udes a 
wine of a raoft delicate QkYcnjuty b very 
aptly contrived for inftilUng a poelical 
delhrinm 3 and fecondly^ bebg applied 
to the breech, in its progrefs to the 
head» to which place all vinous vapours 
naturally afcend, will take the heart in 
it«^pa(Iage, and produce a very genuine 
defliExion of poetry from the brain. 
Indeed boys who would other wife never 
dreanv o( verfifying, by this mode of 
treatment become very tolerable poeta, 
particularly in the Greek and Latin 
languages, and far exceed their own 
aM their friends expe£tations« 

Before 
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Before concluding this fhort eflay, 
which I truft will lay the controveiiy 
kfleep, by demolifhing every opponent 
of the rod, I muft fugged an improve- 
ment in this art, entirely of my own 
invention, which confifts in varying the 
materials of which the caftigatory in- 
ftrument is compofed, as circumftances 
may require. Thus birch ferves well 
enough for the common purpofes ; but, 
if we would have a lyric poet, vine 
branches would be moft likely to in- 
fpire the ode; and with thefe, I am 
perfuaded, Horace was fcourged by 
Orbilius. Nettles I (hould apply when 
I wilhed for fmart and pungent fatire; 
of thefe Juvenal had probably a plen- 
tiful dofe, and Horace alfo a flight in- 
fufion. Laurel would help the epic 
poets and I have nearly afcertained 

that 



< .*37 ) 

that a branch of this tree was kept at 
the buttery-hatch of Chrift*s College, 
for the ufe of r^jltom ^3 

-Laftly, the fages of India transfufed 
tnowledge into the mind by a mecha- 
nical operation, not very diflimilar from 
that of flogging; and the late Sir Wil- 
-Jidnl J6nes' has prefef Ved ' (he MoAa^- 
mudgara, or mallet of the ignorant, H 
very curious inftrumcnt, wherewith tit 
holy^ dtv^Wti andprofperws Saucar Ackarya 
h&nmijered inilr.u£tioa UitQ the brains of 
his pupils^ .' . , ' - - ' 

Having thus, with great labour and 
pains, condenfed into a very fmall cbtn« 
pa&.all that is to be faid upon this fub« 
jcft, I ihall now proceed, with my 
wonted alacrity, to cohduft the impa*. 
'tient reader forward on his pleafant and 
inftruftive journey. . : 

SECT. 
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SECT* VIA* 
1«« BiSToiy eoHTi^Numg 

'We left Mr. Biunt, and? his neighbour 
Reginald, enjoying the peace and^ eom^ 
ibrt of a family fupper> while poor 
Richard (forhe w^s really to be pitied), 
was dfiv^A. to ki» new b^uft- ^ the* 
fiery termagant, who came to fetchhim^ 
home, and who kept defcanting all the* 
•while upion the advantages* he enjoVed: 
over married meu ; and telling him, that 
as he knew the fweete of liberty, Ihe- 
hoped he would never debafe himfelf 
again,, and facriiice his prefent happt- 
aefe bjr marrying i that he was now twa 

thoufandi 
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ihatibxii yelrs wifer than the reft oB 
his neighbours f. that he bad neither 
wi&to plague him, itor parfoato cheat 
hinv^ thaft his land was tithe free> aiKt 
bifr conCcienceunmolefied s. that he hadt 
Bothiog ta da bat to keep^ his houie in 
repair^ in. which important chi^ge flm 
would herfelf affift him. 

While they were engaged ia this 
pleaCmt di&ourre, chatting arm in ann^ 
they lifted up their eyes, and beheld—* 
Oh woeful fight! — every window in 
Pick's new houie broken into {hatters 1 
The womAn ftormed like a fury, and 
£aid this, wa^ entirely owing to Dick'a 
negt.^Sang hi^ domefiic affairs, and em«« 
broiling himfdf with his neighbo^rsw 
All the fervants were turned away, aa^ 
being themfelves the guilty perfons }. 
thou^ they protefted it was a parcel 

of 
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of drunken men who had committed 
this outrage. Dick faid he was fare 
they were inftigated by John Blunt : 
however, his govemefs thought proper 
to place Mr. Swagger, himfelfin the 
ftocks, on account of his. neg^ence^ 
where flie left him to his hight'6 repofe. 

Dick obtained his enfranchifement 
in the morning, upon promifing to dif- 
coverthe offenders: to effect which Ke 
took a very curious method ; ibr, going 
into the town, ftreets, and lanes, he 
bawled out— *• O rare news, my boys I 
bravo, lads! who will go home with 
me and get drunk at my.expence?— 
Follow me, my hearts, follow me !** 

Having thus collefted a pretty nu- 
merous rabble, and taken them into 
the great barn, he called his doxy, and 
told her he had fecured the offenders. 

'' PariflK 
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** Parifliioners," faid he, ^^ a horrible 
plot has been formed to demolifh my 
houfe 5 my windows have been broken, 
and thofe who could have perpetrated 
fuch an outrage muft needs have been 
intoxicated. Now as you have all fig- 
nified your readinefs to get drunk, and 
deprive yourfelves of your rational 
faculties, it is highly probable that you 
are the very perfons who committed 
thefe cxceffes, accordingly it is my in* 
tention to punifli you for the fame." : 

AH their proteftations of innocence 
made no more impreffion upon Dick 
than upon a deaf man ; fome he whip- 
ped, fome he ducked in his horfe-pond, 
fome he fet in the ftocks, fome he (hut 
up in a dark hole, and finally difpofed 
of them all, according to his own ex- 
travagant 



<h^vagant fancy^ i^eith ^e appitfibattoa 
of his goremefs. ■ ■ -. ' 

This bdy tocfk. care to remove everjr 
"perfon who was likdy to ^ain any 
^ifcendency over Swagger, -even dxac 
of fhctfe wfio liad done him. the.greateft 
Services were not bai;ely difmifiedy but 
Severely piuiilhed. 

Dick had been very fiRxcfsful in pit- 
Paging his neighbours ; he liad a£iuaUf 
gotten pafleflipn of fome tif their beft 
eftates, turned out their tenants, nni, 
put in fome of his own crestuiiea in 
their ftead^ to avoid this^ fome took: 
^jart againft their landlords, and wgric 
;rewarded for their treachery by beipj 
allowed to keep pofleffioiKif their; farflns* 
'fhus, by ilegifees, Dick became th<5 
ciched Bian in the |)arin). 



I 
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To Iccep up his popularity^ which 
iwras very great with the poor people, 
tie ufed to give large entertainmeats^ 
^n i^fe occalioDS he amu&d the com* 
•jiany with the biftory of bk exploits, 
land with inftated paiiegyrtcs on his own 
<excelkncies. This ftratagem dffefled 
wonderfi ; for ^^^nibme of John Blunt's 
fervantfi and labourers began to defcant 
in praife of fingle ment, and wanted 
iHin to tum4)is wife out of doors^again; 
f>ut |ohn Icnew too well, by fad expe- 
rience, and the example of his B^igfa- 
heutf the woeful cofrfequence of fuc9i 
a ftep, tind lherefoi»e rppoceeded with 
^reat iharpnefs againfl: the difcontcfit* 
ied ; -feme of ^om went over to Dick 
"Swagger, who4?eoeiV^ th^m^very cai> 
•diaHy, employed them for a little 
tiefaile^ and llien treated them io roughlf 

that 
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that they wiflied themfelves well "in 
their old place again. ... - r 

Dick how gave a fplendid feiaft to his 
domeftics, upon which occafion he was 
in high glee, and great g<K)d humour ; 
he applauded every thing on the table : 
** Thefe chickens/* faid he,^ ** arc ex* 
cellent, I defire my beft thanks may be 
given to the cook for her care in drelP 
ing them ; and to the perfcJn, whoever 
it.>?va8, that fed them. ; This beef is 
roafted to a nicety^ I .never tailed any 
thing, fo admu-able. Thefe tarts ar^ 
delightful ; in fine, whoever cooked 
this dinner, has defervcd well of her 
maftcr." 

; It mi^ft be. obferved that. Madam 
Govemefshadhadnohandin preparing 
this feaft, and therefore was eaten up 
with envy to hear Dick lavifli his en- 
comiums 



^comiums upon t)thers:; at laft,l>ding ito 
lt)nger able to contain berfelf, (he ex« 
claimed — ^ I wonder, Mn Swagger, 
you fliould cxpofe yourfelf fo^ every 
perfon can difcover the exoeUence of 
yoHr dinner without theafliftanceofyour 
* eloquence. Your fowls are as tough as 
whitleather, your beef like carrious 
your tarts as heavy as lead : I wiU go 
^his inftant and turn away all the cooks 
employed in it.'* 

. Dick« inftead of fubmitting with his 
nfual pufiUanimity, was become pot- 
"Valiant ; he infifted upon it that (he 
Jhould not interfere in his domeftic con* 
cems, and upon her attempting to go 
' out of the room, he laid hold of her 
^wn, to prevent her : not being ufed 
to contradi£tion, (he gave Dick a vio«t 
lent flap on the face, which made the 
J.J a blood 
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lilood guAi out of his nofe verj abun^ 
dantly; but this^ infttad of quieting 
bim^ as fhe expe^cd, only irritated 
him the more, fo that he returned the 
compliment with great fury; in finc^ 
the fquabble became genera^ in the 
courfe of which the lady received an 
ynlucky blow on the back of the neck^ 
which brought her fenfekfs to the 
ground ; feveral more got badly wound* 
cd, and Dick, who was tired of being 
under her controul, was glad to. get rid 
ef his tyrant by this event* In fa£i 
every one rejoiced at the end of this 
iold termagant, who had made herfelf 
inany enemies by the violence and fero- 
city of her temper. 

Dick WAS very fond of thefe focial 
feafts, as he called them ; he had al^ 
ways been ufcd to a plum pudding 

every 
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^very Sunday, tHI his hard-hearted 
female governed his houfe, who would 
not allow him one oftener than once in 
ten days ; Dick fubmitted to the inno- 
vation, and after feveral inefFeftaal 
Uruggles, was never able to regain bit 
<Jld privilege. 

After Dick became his own tnaa 
again, as he termed it, his old frien4> 
E4>hraim Steady, fent to congratulate 
him, obferving that they were now both 
£ngle men, and as fuch naturally friends j 
that they had both been under petti- 
coat-government (Ephraim to his mo- 
ther, and Dick to his wife), and there- 
fore they knew how to pity one an- 
other. 

Dick replied, that he had firft learned 

to be his own mafter from Ephraim, 

ahd that he ihould find him worthy of 

HZ his 



• ,,t he would fet an rlluf-- 

/iff ^ ol^ ^^ ^^^ ^^" parifli, and . 



trioi'-^^^phrsiim would do the fame 
^^f^^jrhat they two would be ce- 
^ ted rAroughout the univerfe. 
nick at this time took an opportu- 
itf, when he was little expcfted, to 
/j/pinto Reginald Rueful's houfe, put- 
^l0g his wife and many of the fervants 
IQ the rout; as for Mrs. Rueful, Hie (led 
^ith precipitation to her friend Mrs. 
Blunt, Dick however took poffeflion, 
and Reginald, making a virtue of ne- 
ceflity^ received him very courteoufly, 
promifcd to keep a bachelor's table, 
and hoped to have Dick, or fome of his 
family, conftantly with him. Swagger 
faid be fhould frequently pay him a vifit, 
and exhorted him to break off his inti* 
macy with that worthlcfs fellow John 

Blunt. 
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Blunt. « Youfee," faid Dick, "he takes 
in your runaway wife, and let him main- 
tain her, it will fave you a fine expence> 
for (he has been an extravagant one/* 

« Aye/' quoth Reginald, " but iht 
has carried off mod of my ready money, 
and all her own trinkets/' 

" Never mind that,'* rejoined Dick, 
•* let all go together ; don't wafte your 
laboqr in attempting to recover them — • 
the firft expence is the leaft, take my 
word for it/* 

In three days time, Mr. Samuel 
Shifty and Dick made up matters; 
they met together to talk over their 
grievances, and finding they were both 
loferg, Sam, who was reckoned rather 
ftingy, made up the quarrel to fave ex- 
pence, gave up Mrs. Rueful's (his 
couiin's) caufe, and promifed to be 
-• H 3 good 
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;good friends with Dick in future, pro^ 
vided he might keep his own wife. 

To which Dick replied, that though 
he was no friend to women, he would 
Jiot only agree to what was requefted, 
but would even pull his hat off toMr8» ' 
Shifty whenever he met her. 

This pleafed Mrs, Shifty's vanity ex- 
ceedingly, that one who talked fo muck 
againil the fex in genera), fhoiild pajr 
her this particular compliment, fo that 
(he inftigated her hufband to come into^ 
all Dick's propofals. She ftill, how- 
ever, kept up an intereoQffe with Mr* 
Blunt, told her the efteem flie^had for 
her was not a whit dimlnUhedi but 
that Mr. Swagger had been (b civU aind 
fo polite, it was not poffible to live ia 
enmity with him any longer ; and that 
indeed her huiband had fomething elfe 

to 
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to do with his money, than to waftc it 
in fuch idle difputes, which were more 
cxpenfive than Mrs. Blunt was aware 
of. 

John and his wife fmiled at this af- 
fefted apology, which they knew wa$ 
merely an excufe,^ as they had them- 
felves made Mrs. Shifty fome very hand- 
fome prefents, to repair the damages 
fuftained in broken gates and hedges, 
the effefts of Dick's depredations. 

After all his numerous alteration)^ 
Dick was not yet fatisfied with his 
houfe, which, under each of its various 
forms, he had fo often pronounced to 
be a paragon of art. He faid he would 
have different floors for the young and 
the old, who were apt to interfere with 
each other ; and he would not fuffer 
(uch a crew of raggamufiins to occupy 
u 4 bis 
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his apartments y He would in future ems- 
yloy none but reputable fervants, lik« 
John BluntV Nor could he, for his 
life, get the plan of John's houfe out 
of his head : he protefted he would 
have a dining-room as big as his rivars 
great hall, and of the fame architefturo. 
Before Dick's fever, he had always 
much admired the excellent contrivance 
of this edifice, and had declared that 
the height of his ambition was to ereft 
one like it : in the time of hi^Governef* 
he had mightily abufed the fame ftriic- 
ture ; faid it was only fit for fucha low^ 
groveling fellow as the owner, and that 
he would have- one upon a different 
■principle. When Dick, therefore, be- 
gan to raife his new building, the party- 
coloured gentleman, who harboured a 
particular fpite againft John Blunt, 

inveighed 



( «53 ) 

inveighed moft bitterly agalnft It ; but 
Dick, who had formerly looked upon 
him as an oracle, now paid no attention 
to what he faid, for he was fo verfatile 
that the fame perfon was feldoni a 
favourite long together. 

Dick now entertained hopes again of 
re-eftablifhing his weekly plum-pudding, 
but after all could not efFe£l it. 

** Let other perfons,'* faid his ad- 
vifer, *^ have their particular refpe£ts 
tod partialities for the numbers three 
and feven, but while they are thus ho- 
noured by the reft of the world, be it 
your province, great Swagger, to take 
under your patronage and proteftion, 
neglefted, haplefs, number Jive^ the 
emblem of juftice, that myfterious num- 
ber of Pythagoras and Plato, vvhofe 
virtues none but the initiated under- 
H 5 ftand} 
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itand ; to you is this number juftly ap» 
propriated — to you, who have hitherto 
made it your praftice, 

'' Parcere fubjcAis et debcUare fuperboa.*' 

If Dick was doubtful before, Ifhe 
names of Pythagoras and Plato, with 
the application of the line from Virgil^ 
convinced him ; for though he did not 
comprehend a fyllable of what had 
been faid, the mere found of Latin had 
fuch charms, that Dick, who fancied 
himfelf fometimes Brutus, fometimes 
Mutius SccBvola, or other illuftrious 
patriot, inftantly exclaimed — " It is dc* 
termined, fay no more, /v^ is the word, 
I will have a plum-pudding every fifth 
day." 

r That, 
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•» That cannot be,"* rcpIJed his ad- 
vjfcr, ^ every feventh day is too often % 
your fervants would be fpoiled were 
they to have a holiday every fifth i by 
eftabliihing it every tenth, you pay 
double honour to number five. But 
your houfe (hall have five fronts; it 
fhall be a regular pentagon, terminating 
Uke your prefent with a cupola, and 
fiaircafe in the centre : the firft floor 
(ball be for the younger part of youc 
domeftics ; the fecond, for the old one% 
You (hall have a houfe-maid, dairy*^ 
maid, laundry-maid, nurfe-maid, and 
cook, who (hall each have one fide of 
the pentagon under her own particular 
care : they (hall be under the controui 
of no houfekeeper, but each fit at the 
top of the table in the fervants' hall^ 
for ten days, by turns.** 

H 6 •• I Kke 
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*• I like all this vaftly well/' ftl^ 
Dick ; •* bat I don't fee what I have to- 
do with a nurfe-maid; who have na 
young children.'* 

** That is nothing/^ replied the ad^^ 
vifcr, ** we muft give them names, and 
(he will help to make up the number 
five.^ 

Dick now began to follbw Jiabti 
Blunt's example, in fuppreffing*, as far 
as he was able, all- caballing and jun^ 
keting among feis fervants, to this end 
he refoked to difcharge half of them j: 
but they determined to retain their 
places } and though they allowed him 
to pull down his prefent houfe, they 
iniifted upon having fpacious apart^ 
ments, with proper accommodations 
allotted them in his new ftruQure; 
Dick bullied and bluftered for fome 

time. 
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time, but at laft, as was ufual with Kntf 
gave up the point. 

At the. fame ttme he took Solomon 
Stately into his favour, allowing him 
Silfo to keep his wife ; but he did not 
treat him with quite ib much civilitjr 
as Shifty, but ufed fometimes to do 
mineer a little; however Solomon and 
bis wife took it very patiently, not being 
able to better ihemfelves. He alfo ex- 
tended his forgivenefs to certain offend- 
ing cottagers, but took Frank Fearful** 
farm into his own hands. 

At length the new houfe was com- 
pleted; but his various expences keep* 
ing Dick very poor, he had not money 
enough to pay his workmen ; accord* 
ingly he one day thus laconically ad» 
dreffed them i-^ 

'' PariOi- 



i •* Parifluoners, I Ihall have a |^at 
deal of TTiOfJey ftxor.tly> in the mean 
time you ^uft live upon my promife of 
paymeriW 

Though they murmured a little^ Dick 
vnsLS peiemptdiy, iaid*>ttey^dttrft fay no 
more.* ' . 

After this, he addreffed him&If to his 
tenants* fervants, labourers, and te* 
tainers of every defcription, ** Now, my 
lads," (ays he, ^* I want money, and 
money I will have ; you muft every one 
lend me fomething.'* 

It was in vain that they laid they had 
nothing. •' Don't tell me,*' replied he, 
*'ifyou have none you muft borrow, 
for I will be Served : and another thing 
I muft tell you. Til have no meeting 
together to talk the affair over forfooth; 

if 



if I find you in ccmfultationj I'll havf 
you all pilloried/* 

** Whx blefs mc/' exclaimed one of 
them^ •^ did not ybu fay what a tyrant 
John Blunt was^ not to let his folks 
bave a little innocent chat together? 
and now you a£t in the fame way.*' 

*^ I don't mind that^" quoth Dick j 
*^ John's a flirewd felbw, and in this 
inftance I fhall follow his example.'* 

The epidemical fever of the pariih^ 
or perhaps the evacuations confequent 
upon it> had reduced Mr. Blunt to a 
▼ery weak and languid (late, fo that 
finding his affairs in a very perplexed 
fituation^ and his healthy though irn* 
proving, being ftill precarious, he not 
unwillingly, agreed to an interview with 
Mr. Swagger, who had equally ex» 
haulied himfclf by hifi riotous and in* 

temperate 
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teimperate conduft. As there was little 
cordiality between them, no great hopes 
were entertained of a perfeft recon- 
ciliation, and though each had fuffered 
fcverely, both in mind and purfe, by 
the conteft^ neither feemed anxious to 
terminate it. 

At laft all intercourse wa^ broken off 
by a very whimfical and ludicrous oc- 
currence. John Blunt happened to 
have feme fine yellow lillies growing by 
the parlour windows where they met to 
adjuft their quarrel, whifch he had pro* 
cured many years before from Mr, 
Swagger's gardener, Dick pretended 
that the fmell of thefe made his head 
ache, and defired John Blunt to extir* 
pate them before they proceeded to 
bufinefs. John made it a point 6f ho- 
nour, not to let Swagger diftate tahim 
c . in 
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3Fn ihe cultivation of his garden. He 
therefore obferved, that this was a fii- 
vourite flower of his wife^'s ; and addefl^ 
that fuch captious antipathies in the 
commencement, promifed no favour- 
able termination of the affair. Dick 
huffei and bounced mightily at thfj?, 
and faid, as there was fo little difpofi- 
tion to oblige him in fuch a trifle, it 
-would be fuperfluous to wafte time on 
more material points. He therefore 
took his hat, and flung out of the houfe 
without more words^. 

After this he took an odd freak int»a 
hifr bead, to go into the neighbouring 
cottages wider the pretence of paying 
a friend Fy vifit. 

" We», Miftrefs," he would fay, 
** you live very comfortably j— why you 
have got a nice filver fpoon there.'* 

« Yes, 
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•' Yes, your Honour/' fays thegood 
lioufewife^ " I have half-a-dozen of 
them ; they were left me by my poor 
grandmother, and I would not lofe them 
for the world." 

"I proteft," replies Dick, '^ they 
are the very fame pattern as Ibm'e I 
have at home. I have not fufficient for 
my large family, and I would gladly 
purchafe thefe of you, and >giye you a 
good price for them/* 

" Ah ! blefs your honour,'^ anfwered 
the woman, *' I would not part yf\\ik 
them for a mint of money." 

« Well," fays Dick, «* it is pity they 
(hould be feparated, let us look at 
them.*' Then putting them into his 
pocket, " I declare," continues = he, 
" thefe are the very fpoons which were 
fiolen from our family many years "ago. 

Your 



Your fervant> Madam i fo I have found 
my fpoons. You would not fell them 
truly for a mint of money : you were 
not aware of my coming, or you would 
have hid them, I fuppofe : now I fhall 
:put them in my plate clofet, and there 
is an end ; but if you complain, or fay 
a word about the matter, TU hang you 
up for a thief." 

In vain did the poor woman remon* 
.ftrate, Dick carri^v^)fF the fpoons in 
teiuRfiph* 

The next day h«i*^es to another; 
^ Now, neighbour,** fays he, " what 
nice little curiofities have you in your 
houfer 

The woman, whohadheard of Dick'g 
pranks, replied (he had nothing of the 
kind. " Well,'* quoth he. " you have 
got fome goodj bright^ pewter plates 

however j 



however ;-^here, boy," calling to bi» 
lad, " take thefe home." 

•* Touch them at your peri]/' faj^ 
the woman ; " they are mine, and I 
have paid for them." 

" That is nothing,*' replies Dick ; 
" you have fpoken difrefpeftfully of 
me, behind my back. Befides, I want 
furniture for my new houfe, and I (hall 
make every body give me fomething in 
an honeft way. ^tfn may think your- 
felf well oflf that I leave you your cot- 
tage." "^-"^^ 

Anon Dick went to another : " Tom,** 
fays he, •' I am come for thbfe apples, 
I think they are ready for gatheringv 
and I want them now." 

" But I don^t mean to fell them^** 
faid the cottager. 



'' Nor 



•* Nor I to buy them/' replied Dick ; 
** but I want them, and I fhall take 
tbem. You have done me many ah ill. 
office, in company with John Blunt, 
and I do you a great favour not to pull 
your houfe down ; which I Ihall do, 
however, if you make any refifttoce to 
my taking the apples.'* 
. After Dick had thus pilfered from all 
his neighbours that he could, heboaft^; 
ed that his houfe was better furnilhed': 
than any one in the parifli, r 

However Dick completely difcover** 
cd his .villany fliortly after ; for riot con- 
teat with plundering thg little cottagers^ i 
his neighbours, he actually took away » 
the whole property r;of Mark de Gof- 
niapthoTpe, r^y ; gra»dfMher'$ . grand-: ; 
father, and divided' it \trith Frmki 
Ffi^t:; •,;;^ : :i-jiA :.: . r '. ■.- .p 

-(.::a Thus 

I 
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' Thus he who had fo often aflured mj 
poor great-great*grandfather that he 
would not fuffer the meaneft perfon in 
the pari(h to be^wronged, and had giveh 
him particular afiurances of his friend^ 
ihip, was the very man to cheat him of 
his whole fubftance, and leave him def- 
titute. Nor can I forgive Frank Fear* 
ful^ for thus partaking with Swagger in 
the fpoils of iniquity. I muft remark 
that our family was the very oldeft in 
the village, and had been once the 
richeft and moft powerful ; but in pro- 
cefs of time, by negleft and bad neigh- 
bours, loft; the greateft part of their 
ppfleffions. 

• Poor Mark had always been a very 
(byandrefervedmaki, 9jnd of late had 
not interfered' in^any-of his neighbours 
fquabbles, as he found that he ever • 

i'^'i' came 
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L cmt off with the worft i but all hit 
precaution (ignified nothing, and the 
oqIj pretence Dick made for uiinghim 
Aus, was his being prefent at a bu11« 
baiting, with wKich John Blunt amufed 
his neighbours. It muft be remarked 
that this was a favourite amufement of 
John's, and that Dick gave him the 
nickname of John Bull on this ac- 
count, a name which he retained ever 
aften 

Though poor Mark de Gofman- 
thorpe was a widower, Dick fwore he 
was under petticoat-government, and 
that he was fuperannuated, and there- 
fore it was right to take his cftatc 
away, and place it in the hands of 
thofe who could manage it better. 
My poor grandmother, who kept his 

houfe^ 
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houfe^ was upon this turned adrif 
being then a young woman, and : 
good a creature as ever was bori 
Our family never recovered this di 
after. 



SECT 
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SECT. IX. 



DioRitflxoir ir« 



Off tin crifiMf dtcliMe, and ad^vautages §/ BulU 
hMtiMg. 

I HAVE remarked one peculiarity in 
our hiftoriani whether it" were the tafte 
of the times in which he lived, or the 
fingular turn of his genius, I know not^ 
but he is very fparing of epifodes; fern* 
per ad eventum feflinat. 

BuU-baiting, a late fubjcS for acade- 
mical prizes, and which has been elfe- 
where fo ably difcuffed, is paffed over 
in two lines. But as I have si good deal 
I ftudied 



ftudied the theorjr of this fublime amufe- 
ment, which is noW, I am forry to fay, 
fallen much into difufe, I fhall endeavour 
very brieflyto Ihow the high antiquity, 
and great utility of this very manly and 
rational recrq^tioa. 

The firft bulls of any note, that I find 
mentioned, are thofe of Colchos^ with 
brazen hoofs, and lungs of fire. The 
race of thefe is now unhappily extinft, 
or. they would have afforded admirabk 
paftime in thefe days. 

The Romans, however, whp aie 
looked upon as patterns for imttatioa 
ia every reijy^fl:, were obliged to cOUf 
tent themfelves with th^ ordinary kind.^ 
Thefe they baited (not being very xor- 
reft in the fcience) fometimes with 
lions, and fometimes with elephants.: 
but I am informed Jthat your true fpf>rtf-i 



man never baits his bull with any thing 
but dogs, or men, and the latter pro- 
bably of that fpecies who hzve a little 
fmack of the cymcefhali in them. 

• By the Romans this pleafant amufe- 
ment was introduced into Britain, 
though fome antiquaries give it a much 
higher origini ind fuppofe it to have 
been well known at the court of King* 
Brute. 

' However as lam imwilling to ad- 
Vance any thing without the moff un- 
qucftibnable authority, I fhall not con- 
tend for any greater antiqufty. ' than 
abrout eighteen hundred yfeai*s^. which' 
We may fafely affign to this now, alas ! 
almoft obfolete paftime. For the in- 
habitants of this ifland, who have been 
reprefeptedas the laft to invent, though * 
th^ firft to imprdve what' others have in-' 
1 2 vented. 
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vented, very foon reduced the heavy and 
irregular fpefiacles of their Mailers, the 
Romans, into fettled form and order, by 
bani(hing the elephant, rhinoceros, and 
other unwieldy anknals, from the field, 
and allotting fuch a juft and fuificient 
portion of dogs to each bull (due; con* . 
iideration being had to his fize and 
ftrength,) as (hould afford the greateft 
poflible quantity of fport. 

But the tafteof our Rominmonarchs 
being foraewhat depraved, this ad- 
mirable diverfion loft much of its dig^ 
nity, by being configned to the care; of 
the vulgar, while the rich and noble 
transferred all their attention to beafts 
of chafe. This v perhaps may. be the 
reafon why Friar Smon fays fo little 
on the fubje6i, who being, as we may. 
pbferve,- though poor, a gentleman pf 

high 
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high blood, woald naturally turn his 
pen /rom toy thing (however in itfelf 
noble) that was relinquilhed by thofe of 
his rank to their inferiors. Or it may 
be, the fenfe of the injury his family had 
fuftained by partaking of this very fport, 
had (harpened his mind fo much againft 
it, that he could not endure to dwell on 
this topic. 

However, we may obferve that fome 
of the wifeft, and mod warlike of the 
•Barons took great delight in beholding 
'feats of this nature. For we read that, 
" William Earle Warenn, Handing up- 
^* on his cartle walls in Stamford, view- 
** ing the fair profpeft of the river and 
•* meadowes under the fame, faw two 
^^ bulls fighting for a cow. A butcher 
** of the towne, the owner of one of 
** thefe bulls, with a great maftifFe dog^ 
13! " acci* 



/^ accidentally coming by, iet h;}&'dog 

^* upon bis owne bulU yf^o £orced the 

'^ fame bull up into the towne^ which 

*^ no fooner was come within the iame, 

;** but all the butchers* dogsi both: great 

/' and fmall^ followed in the purfuit of 

*' the bull, which (by this time made 

/' flaske mad with .the noife of the 

*^ people, and the fierccneffe of the dogs) 

•* ran over jqw^j-womafij- and chUd that 

*^ flood in the way. This caufed all 

** the butghers and others in the towne . 

•* to rife up as it were in a tumult, mak- 

. " ing fuch a hideous noife that the found 

. " thereof came into the caftle into the 

. " eaves of Earle Warenn, who prefentJy 

" thereupon mounted on horfeback, 

^ and rid into the town to fee the buli* 

" nefs; which then appearing (to his 

." humour very delightful) he gave all 

"thofe 
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•* thofc meadows in which tiie two bulls 
** weise at firft found fighting (which we 
•* now call the caflle meadows,) perpe- 
" tualljr as a common to the butchers of 
** the town, (after the firft grafs 13 
•^ eaten,) to kcepe their cattle in, till 
" the time of flaughter: upon this con- 
** dition, that as upon that day on 
•' which this fport firft began, (which 
"** was, -as I (aid before, the day fix 
** weeks before Chriftnaas,) the butcher? 
** of the towne fhould, from time to 
*^ time, yearly for ever, find a mad bull - 
•* for the continuance of that fport.*" 

Now as this happened in the reign 
•of King John, at a place not more 
than forty miles diftant from Simon's 

* Butcher's Survey fnd Antlqaitie of the ToMme 
Df Sumford, annexed to Peck*8 Aonals of Stamford. 
Chap. If. p. 25. 

14 priory. 
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prloiy, he muft of courfe have been, 
well acquainted with the circunaftance, 
which gave birth to a cufiomnow I fear 
growing into difufe, to the great for- 
row and vexation of many of his Ma- 
jefty's liege fubjedls refident in that 
town and neighbourhood. 

Nor is this exercitation confined to 
this kingdom, for the inhabitajprfs of 
Spain and Portugal, with much greater 
parade, though to my thinking, in a 
manner not altogether fo legitimate or 
fportfman-like, deftroy vaft numbers of 
bulls, horfes, dogs, and even men. 

But at this point the fubjefl: naturally 
fiarts that awkward queftion, which fo 
often ftrikes the orator dumb; Cui 
lono? To which I am prepared veiy 
boldly to anfwer. Infinite. 

To apply it to our prcfent exigencies: 

the 
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The dogs which are trained to this fport 
might very eafily be inftnifted to turn 
their fury againft our enemies^ and thus 
put a fpeedy termination to the war, fo 
long protrafted by the obftinacy of our 
foes. We know, that the Spaniards 
found thefe animals very ufeful auxilia* 
ries in their laudable efforts to convert 
the natives of America to Chriftianity ; 
and I am perfuaded, if we would try, 
we Aould find them as courageous, and 
not. lefs faithful than our other allies 
have been, in fubduing our prefent un- 
reafonable opponents, nor would they 
require to M remunerated at the end of 
the war, by the ceflion of any large traft 
of country, for their . fervices. The 
ifland that goes by tlieir name, might 
be appropriated. to. the. ufc of thofe of 
their fraternity^ who ; fhouid have be- 
. 15 haved 



liaved Uiemfelves handfomely in {he 
lervice ; allotting at the iarae lime ac- 
<:oinm^ations of no great coft or ofteiv- 
tfition to the officers appointed to lit* 
tend them. 

And evoi when we ihall have con- 
quered ovir enemii^S) and reftored peace 
to the worlds Other advantages will ftiU 
be derived from the practice of thefe 
gymnnSic e^ihiticms; for theJBkibof 
the bulls deftroyed on thefe oooaioM) 
would afford a high treat to mmy ci 
4he fpedat(Mr9> who thus would be en^ 
ablied to£eaftfirft thenr^^f^esand then 
their fbrniachs : while iSiU dogs who 
unhappily faU in the combat^ wtnUd not 
only leave their ftJns behind them^ fior 
the emolument of their owners, but, if 
they have fought bravely, their portion 
of repiitatiaii after death would aUb 

devolve 
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dcrolve upon their mailer as the true 
heir: 

But why do I infult the patient reader, 
hj dwelling upon thefe minute benefits, 
which will natumlfy prefent themfelves 
by files and phalanxes to his heated im- 
agination ? Let us obferve the glory, the 
ardotnr, the energy of the nation, in- 
flamed by thefe thrice noble fpc&acles. 
Where is the man who can fight the 
enemies of his country (b well as he who 
has been the conftant attendant on thefe 
exhibitions ? The very fmell of a bulFs 
carcafe kifufes courage r and a fufHcient 
portion-taken into the ftomach either 
boiled or roafted (efpeciallyif diluted 
widi copious draughts of good ftrong 
beer,) incites to more heroic deeds, than 
any other itimulant I am acquainted 
with* 

I 6 I have 
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I have it from unqueftionable autho- 
rity, and I doubt not but my reader 
knows the fame, that the Nottingham- 
(hire butchers cut down more rebels in 
17469 than any other ^qual body of men 
in the army* How maqy whofe hearts 
beat highj are inftigated at fuch feilivals 
to fnatch op a muflcet^ in defence of 
their king and country? And how is 
the ardour of thofe already embarked 
in this honourable fervice, rekindled 
by the fpe£tacle ? Should they find no 
enemies to engage, they will even 
attack friends^ and thus difcharge the 
overflowings of that valour, which 
(like the fermenting fpirit of new 
malt liquor) would otherwife burft the 
vejQTel that contains it. 

Let me no more hear of the ear« 
piercing fife, or heart-ftirring drum; 

they 
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Ibcy are nothing,' even combined^ to' the 
baying of dogs and bellowing of bulls. 
The very thought difFufes a kind of 
enthufiafm, which ihfpires my pen. 
But to check thefepleafing emotions^-and 
draw fome ufeful pra6tical inferences 
(as h my cuftom;) from thefe my lucu- 
brationft; I would^ on this occafion, 
humbly fugged to thofe whom it may 
concern, that it would teiad greatly to 
the sldvancement of hisMajefty's fervice, 
and the.proteftion of his liege fubjefts, 
if each regiment had two or three bulls 
Attached to it, for the folace and recrear 
tion of the foldiers compofing fuch regir 
s ment^ ai^d for infpiring and cherlih- 
ing warlike thoughts when they ihall 
happen to be remote from the enemy, 
and likely to fink into the^ baneful arms 
of floth. 

I need 
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I need not remark how vamj would 
in this cafe be prerented from deferttng, 
and what numbeis would leave the in- 
•glorioQS occupations of hoeing turnips, 
or planting potatoes^ t6 become gentle- 
<inen and fportfmen* 

I muft fortber add, that as we are now 
upon an exceeding iriendly footing wkh 
tier moft faithful majeAy, we migftt, foj a 
tiew treaty, ftipiiilate for a certain laum* 
ber of our foldiers, fent to guard her 
tMajefty's domiiiionsi, being admitted 
^gratis to the bull feafts, ib freqnent in 
■tfial happy kingdom. We fhould thus 
i^e enabled to counteraA the defperate 
"valour of the Spaniards in their own 
^ay. Bat this I only mention by the 
hye, leaving the fcheme to be ripened 
^ wifer heads than mine. 

And 



And having thus difcharged my con« 
fcience of this weighty bufinefs, the 
reader and I will proceed with our ac- 
cuftomed good«*humour in this pithy nar- 
rative of Friar Simon's, fo pregnant of 
inftruQion in itfelf, and fo produftive 
of profitable fuggeftion in me its edi- 
tor. '^ ^. . 
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SECT. X. 

THt HISTOKT CONCLVDBD. 

What delights did our Hero Swag^ 
ger now promife himfcif, his buildings 
fini(hed» his eftablifhment of fervantt 
completely arranged (though Mrs. 
Sufan^ whom he had firfl pitched upon^ 
refufed the important charge of nurfc 
inaid)^ and a fupernumerary favourite, 
one Mrs. Patty, at his elbow, ready to 
execute all his fchemes ! 

This lady, whom Dick ufed to call his 
bonny Patty, was a flirting, pompous 
hufley, very a£live in her mailer's fervice, 
and one who took care to give no of- 
fence 
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fence to any of his five maids ; btit 
cunning and fly, deceitful and trea- 
cherous. She called with a paper of 
fweetmeats, upon honeft Mark de Go€- 
manthorpe^ who, poor man ! ifufpefted 
no harm> giving him at the fame time 
the ftrongeft aflurances of refpe£t arid 
friendfliip from Swagger, at the yery 
moment Dick's banditti were breaking 
into his houfe, and feizing upon his 
whole property, which was afterwards 
divided with Frank Fearful. 

John Blunt being now almoft the only 
perfon in the parifli, who would not 
crouch to Dick, he turned the whole 
ftream of his rage againft poor John ; 
.ftor was his flaunting favourite Pat 
wanting on this occafion, who, with her 
terrible, high-flown threats, frighted all 

the 
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J the ;WOineii and children m;Mit. Biunt^s 
family* .. ; 

John ftvaiJjed himfelf of this happy 
circumftance toredruit hi& finances^ al'^ 
; ready exhaufted by tbe texpence of con- 
ttnualiy .watching . Swagger's motions^ 
and jCountera£iing hit projefta. Taking 
the advantage therefore of the confter- 
; nation iahis^family, he intrcdoced into 
tthe curioiis circular ^apartment^ where 
ihe kept his ilrong box^ certain for- 
tunetellers» who^ by cafttng f gureSt &nd 
^^dler iiiyiUc procefles of their fccret 
i^artSt difcoi^red .to.hiqi Xhofeof hisde- 
pendantSi who had any fpate money by 
;thcm. To thefe John applied himfelf, 
arid perfuaded them, that to give him 
up ahandfbme portion of their property, 
was the ouly way to preferve the re* 
wainder from the talons of Dick Swag- 
ger. 



« ger. By tbis manceurre he effe£hially 
repleniibed his cofTers^ without incur^ 
ring the odium which accompauied all 
Dick^s violent proceedings. 

Having fucceeded fo well in this re- 
fpe£t» he was perfectly eafy in every 
other: •• How can this foolith woman, or 
hcrmafter," he would Xay,^ ^* hurt me? 
Is not my houfe moated round 1 I don*t 

.value all their blufteriog of a ru{h«'* 
« Don't tell me of his raoa V faid Dick, 
wh<;n he heard it, ** I will make a large 
pajr of wings, and Pat and I will fly 
over his moat, in at his windows, or 
down his chimney." 

However ridiculous Dick's rodomon* 
tade might found to fober ears, thofe 
who had once been in his clutches^ 
trembled fufficiently at thefe menaces 
for fome he deprived of all their pro- 
perty. 
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i>erty^ft8 was th^ cafe wUh inypoot 
anceftdr: others be pillaged more mer^ 
cifully, only pulling down their houfesi 
and building one like his own with five 
fronts, thus he ferved Reginald Rueful; 
and even his neighbour Freeman, fdr 
whom he ^ver profeffed an inviolable 
frienddiip, and of whom he had ipoken 
in terms of the higheft refpe£i, was, 
'through mere wantonnefs, compelled 
to pull down his old manfion, and eredb 
another with five fides. In (hort the 
pentagon was the only faftiion, and 
Dick, who before declared no one (hould 
have fuch a houfe as himfelf, now in- 
fifted upon every one copying his model. 
But though Dick was fo bufy with 
his neighboursV houfes, his own under* 
-went icarce fewer alterations than 
theirs: for he- chopped and changed 

his 
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hk fervants in fuch a manner^ that at 
laft he met with a fet who kept him as 
completely under hatches a? his old 
Doxy. It was. always obferved that 
Dick^ who bullied and blufiered fo much * 
abroad^ was as rank a coward at home . 
as pofiiUe^ and three of his females . 
took the whole management of Dick 
and his family into their own hands, . 
They defaced his new houfe mpfl mifer- 
ably^ blocked up his windows, flopped 
up his doors^ and entirely altered the , 
appearance^ and fpoiled the uniformity ; 
of the edifice. 

** I am furprifed," faid Dick one day 
to a jQriend who had called upon him,- ; 
" that John Blunt fhould be fuch a poor , 
pufiUauimous creature,. he is entirely g;o- 
vemed by his wife and his fteward ; hisr^ 
wife takes upon her to appoint h^f his 

fervants. 



fer^ants/ and tKe ffe ward Iiires a good ' 
parcel of the reft, though John fancies 
he doe« it ifll Wmfelf * Now here am I 
fitting, who engaged a whole tribe of 
labourers the other daj, without per* '' 
mitting any bbdjrto intfcrpcKe. I keep '' 
all-in iny fttnfiiljr to thidr dnty, every dnd' 
knows his place: I hire all my own fer- 
vant^ myfelf, and doliot fiifRff them tb J 
iifterfere- with one another, 'fliere is' 
not a houfe fo well managed in the 
whole town, and all becaufe I have 
thrown off petticoat govemmeiit.*' 

While Dick was defcanting in thitf 
way, his five maids came bhifteringinto 
the room, " Here are fine doings trvif 
with thefe labourers you have hired,*' 
fald one ; "however I have fent half of 
them ^way'/* 

♦*'Inever fuflfelr anyito be turned off, 

with- 



without a reaifinV^ <|u<Hh: Dick pam* 
poufly* : ' . . > 

" Reafon l" addfed another^ *' why . 
there was reafon enough ; you had hired > 
a pack of rogues that either could not 
or would not work 3 befide we haVc > 
r^oD to think, they had a fthemc in . 
their heads to make you tfiatiy j they . 
had a wife res^y ft>r yoif.!* ^ 

*' I would haver taken care of ihdt^*' 
replied Dick. 

•• Ybucanftarcekeq>ymir£dbracitof 
fire and water,' * rejoined a third, "and 
would have beein married long ago, if it 
had not been fcur us: however you ace 
pretty fafe now, ibrvre have turned the 
greateft part of thofe vagabonds awa^f, 
and hired others for you*" 

•^ WelV fays Dick, '' you are very 
good t0 take: fuoh care of mc^ I dare 

fay 
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faf you had a reafoQ for what you hare f- 
done. I was deceived by thofe fellows^ ; 
and the wifeft you know may be de^ 
ceived/* 

His friend now took his leave, won- 
dering in his own mind that Dick Aould 
think himfelf fo much more his own 
miitter than John Blunt. • 

Mrs. Patty about this time undertook 
anther &heme. Pat was a ihrewd 
baggage, but had fo high an opinion of 
herfelf, that ihe thought nobody in the 
world could come up to her. She had 
done Dick good fervice, in fome of his 
pilfering eicpeditions, but. (he always 
fpoke. of her exploits in inch bombaft 
and inflated terms, as difgufted every 
one but her mafter, who thought her 
eloquence very fublime. If (he climbed 
over a ftile, ihe defcribed it as if ihe had 
\ : fcaled 
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IbaJed a mountain? f if fhe jumped arer 
a ditdi, yoo would baw thpughti, by 
her own account, that (he had fwatw 
acrofs. the Hellefpont. In Ihort, ths 
jade Jiad uftd herfelf to talk fo magni- 
ficently, thiat fhe at length thought flie 
cfoiild aecompliih- any thing. Accord* 
ingly, though (he. ttureatened to make a 
2;reat pair of wings,, and 'fly over witK 
IDdck Do^wori^ John Blurftj (he in fa£ir 
undertook io ebcecutea pi5GJe6t little le(k 
wild/dnd vifionqry ; forflie was a&ually 
pneiodled upon^tiotramiprethd&ns impuiw 
fuitp£axioldmai>^s^seiife«. iP^t,.aiterwad^' 
ing^anole deepiin wCtiSr^ arrived fafely ad 
her-joufneys end. - .When (he faw the* 
aid' lamy whp had adqi^g .heiu'dv and/ 
(^ke^'ljietter Wblch'than -EnglKh, &e. 
told^himl^e c^misT-toi pay him jbl vifit; 
fyorii tifK) renowtipd^ Mr* Swiaggor,. whO' 
K vviihed 
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vriflied to be his particular friend ; tlal 
ifae had qtiarrelled with Parfon Peter» 
and that (he really liked his partih 
Prieft better than any (he ever heard; 
that (he came for a few of . his geefe« 
hearing he was bverftocked, rand that 
they would be very ufeful to her matter* 

The old man anfwered roughly that 
he had none to fparei but Pat faid if 
ifae could not have them by fair oieans^ 
(he wottki take them by foul. 

Some wry words paffed between 
&em upon this, and the old man being 
very infirm, Pat had the advantage ; 
but feeing fome of Jt>ha Blunt's people 
coming to his affiftance (for John was 
very alert now), (he fcampered away ; 
but was fo bemired and bedraggled in 
pafiing through (loughs and bogs, that 
it was a heart breaking to ajl whq faw 

her. 
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her; However, after many hazards and 
Wtdfliips» the vixen got back again 
(though : without her geefe) quite uq-^ 
cxpcftedly> to Dick Svvaggcr*s hpufc. * 
. During her abfence, fome of Ephraim 
Steady's (lieef>. being in a lane which 
was fuppofed common to all parties, 
^^^^gg^^9 in }iis ufual manner, regard* 
lefs of their old intimacy, ordeted them 
all to be pounded. ' 

Ephraim^ who was remarkably calm 
en all occaiions, came himfelf to re* 
monibate wkh Dick upon the. fubje£l. 
When he reached the houfe, he was re- 
ceii^d by a fmart flippant maid, who,, 
before ihe informed her mafter of his 
arrival, entered into a great deal of 
converfation with him. ** Sit down; 
good Sir," fold (lie, " and make yoiir* 
felf welcome; you have had a long 
K 2 walk, 
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Walk^^ and mv& be tired. Your's k a 
very thriving town, lundcrftand, witfe 
au number of good toj-{hop& Praj) Sir, 
have you any filver thimbles in yottp 
parifli ?-r-X am, at this time, a good 
fteal-diftreflbd: fon one. You could not 
be fo kind as to procure me one, I aof 
afraid." 

t: *i.*0!'* jepUes'EphraioH >* t know 
nothing of filver thimbles^ ttoi: ly but I 
fupFpofe there are plenty of ihop& where 
you may buy them.** 
. .** Dear Sir, 1 never bought ohe hi 
my life j I always found liien enow 
ready to give me them, but one doe* 
not choofe to accept them from every 
body; though to be fure they are a 
mighty genteel, pretty prefent, and if 
you chofe to offer one, I don't know 
that one could refufe fuch a fweet gen- 
tleman 
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* tleman as you feem to he/' faid the 
girl, ogling him, and droppidg » 
courtefy> : :i 

" As to that, child,'* anfwerei 
Ephraim, " I am fo little .in the' way of 
wonien and thimbles, that I.&ou)fl 
make fome bknder^ arid buy one eithdr 
too little or too big, fo that jperhaps 
you could not wear it after all. Thefe 
things are quite out of my way ; but 
4d, my good girl, tell your matter. I a* 
waiting to fpeak with him/^ 

« If it did not fit me. Sir," replied 
the damfel, *' I fliould alw&ys value it 
as a keep-fake fro^n you i indeed I 
don't think I fliould ever find in my 
heart to wear it." 

*^ Well, well," fays Ephraim, *^ no 
more of this foolery now, but away t0 
thy mailer ; I am in a hurry." 

K 3 "In 
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•• In a hurry, quotha !" repeated the * 
maid, in a muttering voice ; ** but yoa 
(hall wait long enough, I can ^afTure 
you.*' 

In about two hours (he returned to 
Ephraim j '• Really, Sir," fays flie, ** I 
have been all this time perfuading my 
mafter to come down and fpeak to you ; 
but he has been lately fo much teafed 
with impertinent fellows dunning him 
for money, that he has determined to 
fee no perfon who has not a fum to pay 
him." 

^* Why,** fays Ephraim, ♦* as I owe 
him nothing, I of courfe can have 
nothing to pay him." 

" Well, Sir," cried the maid, « but 
you could make him a prefent j or at 
leaft you could lend him a trifle ; he 

would 
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would take it as a great kindnefs, I ani 
fure/' 

^^A pretty ftory, truly/* replied 
Ephraini ; ** fo I muft borrow myfelf to 
lend my neighbours/' 

" Ola! Sir/* rejoined the other, '* ft 
can't be fuppofed that fuch a gentle- 
man as you walks about with an empty 
purfe ; that would really be very 
paltry." 

** And what then ?" fubjoined 
Ephraim. 

^* Why you know. Sir," fays the 
damfel, ** you could leave the con- 
tents/' courtefying again, " under my 
piafter's care.'* 

" But then, you know, I muft walk 
home with ah empty purfe, my dear ; 
and that would really be very paltry,'* 
replied Ephraim, mimicking her. 

K 4 ^ WeU,- 
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'' Well," fays the lady, reddehing, 
^ my mafter can't be interrupted* now. 
Sir ; fo you may e'en go back as you 
came.*' 

" Very, well/* replied Epbraim, as 
he went, ^'ifl can get no redrefs by 
fair, words and amicable methods, 1 
know what courfe to purfue.** 

** A poor, mean fpiritcd wretch 1" 
exclaimed the maid after he was gone; 
** but it could not be expe61eid he would 
draw his purfe-ftrings for the mafter, 
when he would not give a poor, pattry, 
trifling filver thimble to the maid. An 
unmannerly lout ! who had . riot €ven 
the grace to fnatch a kils from mc, 
when I did ail in my power to provoke 
. him to it. . But you fingle men, now-a- 
days, are iiot what they u£edto*biei>I 
proteft, I -would rather live ^wifebijphn 
"♦: \ • f -^ Blunt, 



i 



■ipi 
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Blunts than fuch axold-tirered Tafcal 
as Ephraim/* . , 

Anothier cottage, belonging to an 
old widow wbma:n, called poor Jenny, 
now became the objefik of Dick's ca- 
price; he perfuaded her arid ber chil- 
dren that they wifli^ to be idken intp 
his family 3 but though they excufed 
themfelves as well as they could, their 
excufes availed ivotbing. Dick pro- 
tefted.it wds their ; modefty that made 
them (by, .he knew, they were anxious 
to Kve in his honfe, and he would there- 
fore oblige thepn by taking them home 
with ±ttm, and pulling down their cot- 
tage, whkfa was an eyefbre to him. 

Dick was alfo Ibuiied at the fame 

time in carrying on ao ihtrigtte with .a 

! .fifter of John Blunt t. but John luckily 

found h out, and had addreft esough to 

prevail 
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prevail upon the lady to give up houf&- 
keeping, and board with him, 

Sam Shifty noyr began to (how fome 
coldnefs towards Dick -, it was thought 
he did not much like his taking every 
thing in the parifh into his own hands: 
as Dick, however, was not ready for 
him yet> and meant to referve him,. as 
the Cyclops did Ulyffes, to devour laft, 
he fent Sue over to him, who coaxed 
and wheedled him fo^ that he fell aileep 
and forgot all his difcontent. 

But all Dick*s fchemes were fruf« 
trated by John Blunt, who fuddenly 
ftruck up a friendfhip with Tom Ter- 
rible, whom he prevailed upon to take 
his maftiff with him, and fall upon 
Swagger in his own houfe. Tom at- 
cordingly fet out, and lighting upon 
Pick at a little diftance from home^ 

the 
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the maftiff leaped upon him with great 
fury, threw him down, and almoft wor- 
ried him; but Frank Fearful coming 
up at the time to affift Terrible, the 
dog, not knowing friend from foe, fud- 
denly turned round, growled moft 
dreadfully, flew in his face, and almoft 
fnapped Frank's nofe off. A fquabble 
upon this enfued between the parties, 
and bonny Patty coming very unex- 
peftedly out of the fens to her matter's 
afliftance, Tom fullenly returned home 
with hb maftiff, fwearing all the way 
at Fearful, Blunt, Swagger, and every 
one he met. 

After this exploit, Pat joining with 
Sue, who had lately become one c( 
Dick's five maids, they fairly turned 
the other four out of doors, difmiflfed 
the reft of the domefticsj^ polled down 

his 
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hi6 boitfe^ wbkh they laid was toe bij 
iR>r hhsB^ wA :bwU kuB a ^T^s^ngular 
wooden ibed/ with neither door nor 
wind<W« 

-• P^t then fent K car4 with her com- 
f)liment8 to MraJ^l^dAt^ Jnforwiing fecr 
fhal: ; ihe was now companion to Mr. 
Swagger, and wi(hing to b& upoin 
j&iendJjr ti^rn^ with hfit ndjghbour^ 
JwouW b^ happjr to, receiye a ylfit ffof» 
M^^f JBiiwit; or wy of her fewsiij. Mf. 
^fi^lunt ^ad higjhly offeadedj tl^at: a l«dy 
^ eaiy virtue fhould pf.efiiBiw to taJtc 
*be HbertjT of writiag *o hi3 wife ; he 
therefofe returned a very tart anfweil, 
/♦vhich Pat toofc vet)^ patiently, fbr at 
ibe bottom ihe w^ a good-natured lafsu 
, Whether Dick would have married 
Jier, <xr what tyauld have been the end 
fof this i>«{6o^rs h 15 impolQblQ to (ay^ as 
' • ^ it 
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kwa& j^lft at t(ii$^ ilnae- etitft our £ite 
moft gracious Sfe>vere%njL KirigWiUliam 
Aef Conqueror ccfetef mteftted At ullage 
to plant his New For^ft. The to^n^ 
meiV had oBfendeid hjrrr> by hot doin^ 
fiiit atid fervJce^alnd Sf^g6t'& outL 
rstgebus behaviour had giveri hiai fi> 
much umbrage, that he determined t6 
remove all the inhabitaiitsi, and^ deftrojr 
'their towiT.^ ' - : ' 

• Dick's family^ for he- had many chiF- 
dren of one kind or other, Were (bait, 
tered all over England. John Blunt 
procured a place at Court, but finding 
the air to difagree with his conftitution, 
he retired into< the country, where his 
pofterity is now chiefly to be found. 
He was fucceeded by Solomon Stately, 
whofe defcendants yet fiourifti in the 
precinfts of tha Ealace, in the lowed 
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offices of which^ they keep up all their 
ancient dignity of deportment. 

The reft of the neighbours were dif- 
perfed in different places ; and the poor 
Gofnoianthorpes (of whom I am the lad 
xemaining heir) being reduced to beg« 
i;ary> I was plaped in this Con vent^ by 
the friendly offices of our late good Frior^ 
wrhere I hope to fpend the fhort refidue 
of my life, detached from that trouble* 
ibme world, in which our family fuf* 
iered £o much. 



THE END. 
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